




















	

 	

November	9,	2020	

	

Texas	Education	Agency	
1701	N.	Congress	Avenue	
Austin,	TX		78701		
	
RE:	Letter	of	Support:	Early	College	High	School	Associate	Degree	in	Multidisciplinary	Studies		
	
To	Whom	It	May	Concern:	
	

Houston	Community	College	(HCC)	supports	Stafford	Municipal	School	District’s	(SMSD)	
Planning	and	Implementation	Grant	application	in	an	Early	College	High	School	Associate	Degree	in	
Multidisciplinary	Studies.		

The	overall	mission	of	the	District	is	to	equitably	educate	the	whole	child	so	that	every	student	
graduates	with	the	tools	to	reach	their	full	potential.		

The	purpose	of	the	Early	College	High	School	(ECHS)	is	to	provide	students	with	a	smooth	
transitional	experience	to	postsecondary	and	the	workforce.		SMSD	is	applying	for	this	grant	to	offer	an	
ECHS	program	to	allow	students	the	opportunity	to	earn	a	high	school	diploma	while	simultaneously	
earning	an	associate	degree.		

Houston	Community	College	will	partner	with	SMSD	by	providing	a	participating	student	access	
to	postsecondary	educational	g	opportunities	at	HCC.		This	partnership	will	address	all	of	the	following	
items:	curriculum	alignment,	instructional	materials,	instructional	calendar,	programs/courses	of	
study,	student	enrollment	and	attendance,	grading	periods,	and	policies,	and	administration	of	
statewide	assessments.	Houston	ISD	will	ensure	that	identified	recruitment,	instruction,	evaluation,	
and	rigor	continues	with	this	ECHS	model,	as	it	has	for	over	25	years	between	our	institutions.	This	
ECHS	model	provides	at-risk	student	populations	with	an	opportunity	to	complete	degree	at	no	cost	to	
students.		

As	included	in	our	partnership	agreement,	HCC	plans	to	collaborate	with	SMSD	and	ECHS	
officials	in	planning	for	a	new	ECHS	program.		Please	accept	this	letter	as	our	letter	of	support	for	SMSD	
to	offer	an	ECHS	program.	
	

	

	

Sincerely,	

	
Cesar	Maldonado,	Ph.D.,	P.E.		
Chancellor 

	



Stafford Municipal School District Early College High School (ECHS)  
Crosswalk Template 

  

 
 

  

Program of Study IHE Partner 
Program Previously Offered in  

District? (Y/N) 
Expected Program Student Outcomes 

Associates of Arts: Multidisciplinary 
Studies 

Houston Community College Yes 
Student will graduate from High School 

with a High School Diploma and an 
Associate’s Degree 

    

    
 

Year / Grade Level 

High School Course Post-Secondary Course 

PEIMS Course/Code # High School Course Name 
High 

School 
Credits 

Texas Common 
Course Numbering 

System Number 
College Course Name 

College 
Credit 
Hours 

Year 1 / Grade 9  English I 1.0    

Year 1 / Grade 9  Algebra I/Geometry 1.0    

Year 1 / Grade 9  World Geography 1.0    

Year 1 / Grade 9  Biology 1.0    

Year 1 / Grade 9  Spanish I or II 1.0    

Year 1 / Grade 9  CTE Principles Level I Course 1.0    

Year 1 / Grade 9  Fine Arts Course/PE 1.0    

Year 1 / Grade 9  Speech/Learning Framework 1.0 EDUC 1300 Learning Framework 3.0 

Total Year 1 High School Credits 8.0 Total Year 1 College Credit Hours 3.0 

Year 2/ Grade 10  English II 1.0    

Year 2/ Grade 10  Geometry/Algebra II 1.0    

Year 2/ Grade 10  World History 1.0    

Year 2/ Grade 10  Chemistry 1.0    

Year 2/ Grade 10  Spanish II or III 1.0 SPAN 1411/1412 Beginning Spanish I/II 8.0 

Year 2/ Grade 10  CTE Level II Course 1.0    

Year 2/ Grade 10  Fine Arts Course/PE 1.0    

Year 2/ Grade 10  Speech/Elective 1.0 SPCH 1321 Business and Prof. Comm. 3.0 

Total Year 2 High School Credits 8.0 Total Year 2 College Credit Hours 11.0 

Year 3/Grade 11  English III 1.0 ENGL 1301/1302 Composition I/II 6.0 

Year 3/Grade 11  Algebra II/Pre-Cal 1.0    

Year 3/Grade 11  US History 1.0 HIST 1301/1302 United States History I/II 6.0 

Year 3/Grade 11  Physics/Biology II 1.0    

Year 3/Grade 11  Spanish III or IV 1.0    

Year 3/Grade 11  CTE Level III Course 1.0    

Year 3/Grade 11  Elective/PE 1.0 ARTS 1303/1304 Art History I/II 6.0 

Year 3/Grade 11  Elective 1.0 GOVT 2306 Texas Government 3.0 

Total Year 3 High School Credits 8.0 Total Year 3 College Credit Hours 21.0 

Year 4/Grade 12  English IV 1.0 ENGL 2322/2323 British Literature I/II 6.0 

Year 4/Grade 12  Pre-Cal/Cal/Advanced Math 1.0 MATH 1314/1316 College Algebra/Plane Trig. 6.0 

Year 4/Grade 12 
 

Government/Economics 
1.0 GOVT 

2305/ECON 2301 
Federal Gov./ 

Principles of Macro. 
6.0 

Year 4/Grade 12 
 

Physics/Biology II 
1.0 BIOL 

1306/1106/1407 
Biology for Science Majors 

I/II 
8.0 

Year 4/Grade 12  Spanish III or IV 1.0    

Year 4/Grade 12  CTE Level III Course 1.0    

Year 4/Grade 12  Elective/PE 1.0    

Year 4/Grade 12       

Total Year 4 High School Credits 7.0 Total Year 4 College Credit Hours 26.0 

Total High School Credits 31.0 Total College Credit Hours 61.0 

Certification (s) to be earned by high school graduation: Level I and Level II Certificates: Business Office Specialist, Culinary Arts, Film/Video Specialist Structural Welding 

Degree (s) to be earned by high school graduation: Associate’s of Arts: Multidisciplinary Studies  

 



ECHS Academics Matrix for Student Supports and Services Template 

Identify and describe the student supports and services which will be provided in Grades 9-12 for students participating in the 

ECHS program that will enable students to successfully persist through the rigor of the program and complete an associate 

degree. You may add/delete rows as needed to customize for your ECHS program. 

 

Year/Grade Level 
in Which Student 

Receives 
Supports/Services 

Identify Each Student 
Support/Service 

Provided 

Describe the Implementation of Each 
Student Support/Service 

Anticipated 
Student 

Outcome 

Campus/District/IHE 
Stakeholder(s) with Primary 

Responsibility for 
Supports/Services 

Spring/Summer 
before Grade 9 

Orientation Provide an overview of the ECHS program 
including but not limited to degree plan 

options, general support services (ex. 
Tutoring) and access to Advising 

 Stafford High 
School/Houston Community 

College 

Application Workshop Completion of the ApplyTexas application  Stafford High 
School/Houston Community 

College 

    

Year 1/Grade 9 
Advising Presentation Present degree plan options to students  Stafford High 

School/Houston Community 
College 

Summer before 
Grade 10 

    

    

    

Year 2/Grade 10 

Advising Presentation Present information regarding degree 
plan progress 

 Stafford High 
School/Houston Community 

College 

Tutoring Presentation Present tutoring information to students  Stafford High 
School/Houston Community 

College 

    

Summer before 
Grade 11 

    

    

    



ECHS Academics Matrix for Student Supports and Services Template 

Identify and describe the student supports and services which will be provided in Grades 9-12 for students participating in the 

ECHS program that will enable students to successfully persist through the rigor of the program and complete an associate 

degree. You may add/delete rows as needed to customize for your ECHS program. 

 

Year 3/Grade 11 

Advising Presentation Present information regarding degree 
plan progress 

 Stafford High 
School/Houston Community 

College 

    

    

Summer before 
Grade 12 

    

    

    

Year 4/Grade 12 

P-SOAR Presentation Present information regarding transition 
from high school to college 

 Stafford High 
School/Houston Community 

College 

Graduation Presentation Present graduation information to 
students 

 Stafford High 
School/Houston Community 

College 
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