The Alignment of the State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness Alternate (STAAR™ Alternate)
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)

TEKS Vertical Alignment for STAAR Alternate

Identify what Texas students should know and be able to do at every
grade or course in the required curriculum.

Complete listing of the TEKS academic content standards from pre-kindergarten through End-of-Course subjects.

Social Studies (8.28) Science, technology, and society.
The student understands the impact of scientific discoveries and
technological innovations on daily life in the United States.
(A) compare the effects of scientific discoveries and technological
innovations that have influenced daily life in different periods in
U.S. history; and
(B) Identify examples of how industrialization changed life in the
United States.

Essence Statement
Summary of the STAAR reporting category, knowledge and skill
statement, and the student expectations tested on the STAAR
assessment.

Science, technology, and society. The student understands ways technology is used in the home and school and how technology affects people’s lives
(K.13). The student understands how technology affects daily life, past and present (1.16). The student understands how science and technology have affected
life, past and present (2.17). The student understands how individuals have created or invented new technology and affected life in various communities, past
and present (3.16). The student understands the impact of science and technology on life in Texas (4.20). The student understands the impact of science and
technology on society in the United States (5.23). The student understands the influences of science and technology on contemporary societies (6.20). The
student understands the impact of scientific discoveries and technological innovations on the political, economic, and social development of Texas (7.20). The
student understands the impact of science and technology on the economic development of the United States (8.27). The student understands the impact of
scientific discoveries and technological innovations on daily life in the United States (8.28).

(8.28) Essence Statement: Recognizes the impact of scientific
discoveries and technological innovations on daily life in the United
States.

STAAR Reporting Category
Reporting categories group the eligible student expectations by similar
content and are used for score-reporting purposes.
Social Studies STAAR Reporting Category 4: The student
will demonstrate an understanding of economic and technological
influences on historical issues and events.

TEKS Curriculum Framework for STAAR Alternate
Link the prerequisite skills to the specific knowledge and skills statements and student expectations for a subject.
Prerequisite Skills/Links to TEKS Vertical Alignment
Prerequisite Skills:
• describe how scientific discoveries and innovations such as in
aerospace, agriculture, energy, and technology have benefited
individuals, businesses, and society in Texas

• describe how scientific discoveries and innovations such as in aerospace, agriculture, energy, and technology have benefited individuals,
businesses, and society in Texas

Prerequisite Skills:
• identify examples of technology used in the home and school

• explain how science and technology change the ways in which people meet basic needs
• identify examples of technology used in the home and school

Assessment Task Requirements
Level 3

Prerequisite Skills:
• explain how science and technology change the ways in which people meet basic needs

Most complex and requires application of skills
Requires a student to:
• internalize skills for application beyond basic recall
• use higher-level thinking skills
• arrive at answers “on his or her own” as choices cannot be provided
• gather information or demonstrate skills using a wide array of materials

Assessment Task Example
Level 3
The student will generate a list of energy sources in Texas. From the list, the student will
select an energy source that he or she would like to research. Using reference materials,
the student will generate a presentation about the energy source. The student will
determine ways the energy source impacts his or her daily life.

Assessment Task Requirements
Level 2
Moderately complex and requires basic recall of skills
Requires a student to:
• demonstrate only a basic understanding of information
• recall or reproduce information
• arrive at answers when at least three choices are provided

Assessment Task Requirements
Level 1
Least complex and requires responding to knowledge at a beginning awareness
level
Requires a student to:
• be aware of the task as it is occurring
• be aware of a change in stimuli but not be required to act on the stimuli
• be aware of information but not make choices or decisions based on the
information

Assessment Task Example

Assessment Task Example

Level 1
The student will be presented an example of technology. The student will
acknowledge the technology. As the technology is demonstrated, the student will
respond to the demonstration. The student will participate in using the technology.

Predetermine Criteria

Level 2
The student will identify an example of technology. The student will assist in using the technology. The student will identify
one way in which the technology helps people in daily life.

1. The student will generate a list of energy sources in Texas.

Predetermine Criteria

2. The student will respond to the demonstration.

2.The student will select an energy source that he or she would like to research.

1. The student will identify an example of technology.

3. The student will participate in using the technology.

3. The student will determine ways the energy source impacts his or her daily life.

2. The student will assist in using the technology.
3. The student will identify one way in which the technology helps people in daily life.
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Predetermined Criteria
1. The student will acknowledge the technology.

