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ARD Process for STAAR Alternate
 Review the participation requirements to determine eligibility, note
the justification for the determination on the form, and select the
assessment from the state options.
 Review the assurances to make sure that all critical
considerations were discussed before the decision was made.
 Select the subjects/courses that the student will take and what
corresponding assessments are required.
 Summarize the decisions and determine the instructional
accommodations that will serve as the basis for the supports
and materials documented on the STAAR Alternate
Documentation Form of Student Performance.
 Develop IEP goals and objectives for the academic
instruction that will be provided.

Determine who is
responsible for verifying
the information.

Participation Requirements
Step 1
 Review the five requirements to
make sure that the student meets all
five criteria.
 Focus on evidence of a significant
cognitive disability and how the
student accesses the grade-level or
course curriculum. The recorded
justification does not have to be
referenced by IEP page numbers, but
should be based on information
supplied by an assessment specialist.

Updated Form

 Rule out students who have a
learning disability and receive a
modified general education
curriculum.

Participation Requirements
Step II
 Initial the assurances that verify
that the decision was based on
evidence and educational need and
not on AYP calculations, previous
assessment performance, placement
or service delivery, or demographic
information.
 Assure that the committee
discussed the impact of the decision
on graduation plans and determined
the courses (PEIMS number) or
subjects that will be taken that year.

Step III
 Summarize the assessment
decisions.

 For grades 3-8, the enrolled grade determines the subjects that will
be tested.
 Students are required to participate in all STAAR Alternate
assessments sometime during high school with the exception of
the World History/World Geography option.
 The ARD committee determines what year each high school
course and assessment will be taken.
 For the 2011-2012 administration, previous TAKS–Alt high school
assessments counted toward the STAAR Alternate testing
requirements.
English I (Met with TAKS-Alt Grade 9 Reading)
English II (Met with TAKS-Alt Grade 10 ELA)
English III (Met with TAKS-Alt Grade 11 ELA)
Algebra I (Met with TAKS-Alt Grade 9 Math)
Geometry (Met with TAKS-Alt Grade 10 Math)
Biology (Met with TAKS-Alt Grade 10 Science)
World Geography or World History (Met with Grade 10 Social Studies)
US History (Met with Grade 11 Social Studies)

 In 2011-2012, Students could have also received testing
credit for a high school course that was taken before
STAAR Alternate was developed. The ARD committee must
have given the student credit towards the student’s
Minimum High School Plan for the course before the course
credit can be applied to the testing requirement.
For 2012-2013, the currently enrolled
course will determine the assessment now
that previously taken courses or
assessments have been factored into the
credits for graduation and assessment.
 Students from other states can still receive testing credit for
comparable state assessments or course credits.

Audit Results

Auditors determined that the complexity level
of the assessment tasks was maintained in
94% of the documentation forms evaluated.
Auditors concluded that one of the reasons the complexity
level was not maintained was because the wrong complexity
level and assessment task were selected causing the test
administrator to implement the task incorrectly.

Task Selection Results
TAKS-Alt

TAKS-Alt

TAKS-Alt

STAAR
Alternate

2009

2010

2011

2012

Level 3

14 %

20%

23%

11%

Level 2

43%

49%

50%

55%

Level 1

43%

31%

27%

34%

Data shows that the task selection distribution is not
representative of the developmental skill level of the
range of students with cognitive disabilities.
Level 3 was not selected enough and Level 1 was
selected too often.

As a result, the state will move toward the ARD committee
determining the complexity level or combinations of complexity
levels that will guide the test administrator to the appropriate
selection of the task.

 For the 2013 STAAR Alternate administration, either the teacher or the ARD committee can
make the complexity level decision. It is recommended that the ARD committee make this
decision if an ARD is convened at a time that allows the assessment decisions to be
implemented.

For 2013 assessment decisions previously determined,
districts do not have to reconvene an ARD meeting to
determine the complexity level. The teacher can continue
to select the complexity level and tasks until the next
regularly scheduled ARD meeting.
 For the 2014 STAAR Alternate administration, the ARD committee must make the
complexity level decision and record the decision on the “STAAR Alternate Participation
Requirements” document.

For 2013-2014 the complexity
level decision made by the
ARD committee must be
recorded at the bottom of the
second page of the form for
each assessed subject.

Reading Grade 6
Complexity Levels 3 and 2
For 2012-2013 the complexity level
decision if made by the ARD
committee can be written at the
bottom of the second page of the
form for each assessed subject.

Level 3
Combinations of Level 3 and 2
Level 2
Combinations of Level 2 and 1
Level 1
NRO

Student Characteristics
for does
the STAAR
Complexity Levels
How
theAlternate
ARD committee
or teacher

decide the best
complexity level for a student?
After STAAR Alternate has
been determined as the most
appropriate assessment for a
student, the teacher or ARD
committee will use this chart
to find the best description of
the student’s performance
before determining the
complexity level or
combinations of levels to be
used for the assessment.
Characteristics Choice Boxes
Level 3
Indicators of Progress for Level 3
Level 2
Indicators of Progress for Level 2
Level 1
NRO

The teacher or ARD committee will then determine that the
student should be assessed for that subject on:
 a specific complexity level (Level 3, Level 2, Level 1, or NRO)
for all tasks for all four essence statements per subject

or
 a range between two complexity levels (Levels 3 and 2, Levels 2
and 1) as determined by the indicators of progress box

Solid Complexity Level Description

3

Complexity Level
2
1
NRO
Indicators of Progress Box

Combinations of Complexity Levels
3 and 2
2 and 1

Making the Complexity Level Decision

The first step in selecting the complexity level is to pinpoint from the
Student Characteristics for the STAAR Alternate Complexity Levels
chart which characteristics from a complexity level or indicators of
progress box best describes the student’s maximum performance for a
given subject.

This decision should be based on challenging expectations and be
indicative of how the student is expected to perform after instruction.

The teacher or the ARD committee will make the decision for which
complexity level or combinations of complexity levels are appropriate
for a student for each subject being assessed.

Process for Selecting the Complexity
Level for STAAR Alternate

For more details on
determining the
complexity levels, refer
to these resources
available on the STAAR
Alternate Resources
page.

Finalizing the Assessment Task Selection
If the teacher or ARD committee recommended a combination of two
complexity levels, the teacher will make the final decision of which
task between the two complexity level options will be used for the
primary observation.

then

When a combination of
complexity levels are
being considered, at least
one task at the higher
complexity level must be
chosen!

The teacher becomes the test administrator and prepares for the primary
observation by:
 providing additional instruction according to TEA resource documents
 determining the presentation supports, materials, and response modes
appropriate for each task
documenting the preplanning decision on page one of the state-required
documentation form

Keep in mind....
ARD Considerations
 If the ARD committee makes the decision regarding the complexity level or
levels to be used for the assessment, the decision will need to be recorded and
the teacher must abide by the decision.
 If the teacher determines at any time that the complexity level decision made
by the ARD committee needs to be reviewed either due to student progress or
regression, the ARD committee must reconvene and determine the new
complexity level decision following the same process as outlined in this
presentation.

Challenging Students
 If the student is clearly described by the characteristics in one of the
complexity level boxes, it is inappropriate to assess that student at a lower
complexity level.
 It is inappropriate to assess a student at a lower complexity level just to
improve his or her score on the assessment. Students who demonstrate skills
on tasks independently or with cueing should not be moved to a lower
complexity level.
 Supervisors may monitor the teacher selection of the assessment task to
ensure that the student is being challenged with the most appropriate task.

All resources for STAAR Alternate can be accessed at
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/special-ed/staaralt.

To speak to a member of the
STAAR Alternate Team at TEA, call
512-463-9536.

