ATTACHMENT I
Statutory Citations Relating to Proposed Revisions to 19 TAC Chapter 74,
Curriculum Requirements, Subchapter C, Other Provisions
Texas Education Code, §7.102, State Board of Education Powers and Duties (excerpt):
(c)(4)

The board shall establish curriculum and graduation requirements.

Texas Education Code, §25.114, Student/Teacher Ratios in Physical Education Classes; Class Size,
as added by Senate Bill 891, 81st Texas Legislature, 2009:
(a)

(b)

In implementing the curriculum for physical education under Section 28.002(a)(2)(C), each
school district shall establish specific objectives and goals the district intends to accomplish
through the curriculum, including, to the extent practicable, student/teacher ratios that are small
enough to enable the district to:
(1)

carry out the purposes of and requirements for the physical education curriculum as
provided under Section 28.002(d); and

(2)

ensure the safety of students participating in physical education.

If a district establishes a student to teacher ratio greater than 45 to 1 in a physical education class,
the district shall specifically identify the manner in which the safety of the students will be
maintained.

Texas Education Code, §28.002, Required Curriculum, as amended by Senate Bill 891, Senate Bill
1219, House Bill 3076, and Senate Bill 1344, 81st Texas Legislature, 2009 (excerpts):
(a)

Each school district that offers kindergarten through grade 12 shall offer, as a required
curriculum:
(1)

(2)

a foundation curriculum that includes:
(A)

English language arts;

(B)

mathematics;

(C)

science; and

(D)

social studies, consisting of Texas, United States, and world history, government,
and geography; and

an enrichment curriculum that includes:
(A)

to the extent possible, languages other than English;

(B)

health, with emphasis on the importance of proper nutrition and exercise;

(C)

physical education;

(D)

fine arts;

(E)

economics, with emphasis on the free enterprise system and its benefits;

(F)

career and technology education;

(G)

technology applications; and

(H)

religious literature, including the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) and New
Testament, and its impact on history and literature.

(b)

The State Board of Education by rule shall designate subjects constituting a well-balanced
curriculum to be offered by a school district that does not offer kindergarten through grade 12.

(c)

The State Board of Education, with the direct participation of educators, parents, business and
industry representatives, and employers shall by rule identify the essential knowledge and skills
of each subject of the required curriculum that all students should be able to demonstrate and that
will be used in evaluating textbooks under Chapter 31 and addressed on the assessment
instruments required under Subchapter B, Chapter 39. As a condition of accreditation, the board
shall require each district to provide instruction in the essential knowledge and skills at
appropriate grade levels.

(d)

The physical education curriculum required under Subsection (a)(2)(C) must be sequential,
developmentally appropriate, and designed, implemented, and evaluated to enable students to
develop the motor, self-management, and other skills, knowledge, attitudes, and confidence
necessary to participate in physical activity throughout life. Each school district shall establish
specific objectives and goals the district intends to accomplish through the physical education
curriculum. In identifying the essential knowledge and skills of physical education, the State
Board of Education shall ensure that the curriculum:
(1)

emphasizes the knowledge and skills capable of being used during a lifetime of regular
physical activity;

(2)

is consistent with national physical education standards for:
(A)

the information that students should learn about physical activity; and

(B)

the physical activities that students should be able to perform;

(3)

requires that, on a weekly basis, at least 50 percent of the physical education class be
used for actual student physical activity and that the activity be, to the extent practicable,
at a moderate or vigorous level;

(4)

offers students an opportunity to choose among many types of physical activity in which
to participate;

(5)

offers students both cooperative and competitive games;

(6)

meets the needs of students of all physical ability levels, including students who have a
disability, chronic health problem, or other special need that precludes the student from
participating in regular physical education instruction but who might be able to
participate in physical education that is suitably adapted and, if applicable, included in
the student's individualized education program;

(7)

takes into account the effect that gender and cultural differences might have on the degree
of student interest in physical activity or on the types of physical activity in which a
student is interested;

(8)

teaches self-management and movement skills;

(9)

teaches cooperation, fair play, and responsible participation in physical activity;

(10)

promotes student participation in physical activity outside of school; and

(11)

allows physical education classes to be an enjoyable experience for students.

As added by Senate Bill 891, 81st Texas Legislature, 2009
(l)

A school district shall require a student enrolled in full-day prekindergarten, in kindergarten, or in
a grade level below grade six to participate in moderate or vigorous daily physical activity for at
least 30 minutes throughout the school year as part of the district's physical education curriculum

or through structured activity during a school campus's daily recess. To the extent practicable, a
school district shall require a student enrolled in prekindergarten on less than a full-day basis to
participate in the same type and amount of physical activity as a student enrolled in full-day
prekindergarten. A school district shall require students enrolled in grade levels six, seven, and
eight to participate in moderate or vigorous daily physical activity for at least 30 minutes for at
least four semesters during those grade levels as part of the district's physical education
curriculum. If a school district determines, for any particular grade level below grade six, that
requiring moderate or vigorous daily physical activity is impractical due to scheduling concerns
or other factors, the district may as an alternative require a student in that grade level to
participate in moderate or vigorous physical activity for at least 135 minutes during each school
week. Additionally, a school district may as an alternative require a student enrolled in a grade
level for which the district uses block scheduling to participate in moderate or vigorous physical
activity for at least 225 minutes during each period of two school weeks. A school district must
provide for an exemption for:
(1)

any student who is unable to participate in the required physical activity because of
illness or disability; and

(2)

a middle school or junior high school student who participates in an extracurricular
activity with a moderate or vigorous physical activity component that is considered a
structured activity under rules adopted by the commissioner.

As amended by Senate Bill 891, 81st Texas Legislature, 2009
(p)

The State Board of Education, in conjunction with the office of the attorney general, shall
develop a parenting and paternity awareness program that a school district shall use in the
district's high school health curriculum. At the discretion of the district, a teacher may modify the
suggested sequence and pace of the program. The program must:

As amended by Senate Bill 1219, 81st Texas Legislature, 2009
(p)

The State Board of Education, in conjunction with the office of the attorney general, shall
develop a parenting and paternity awareness program that a school district shall use in the
district's high school health curriculum. A school district may use the program developed under
this subsection in the district's middle or junior high school curriculum. At the discretion of the
district, a teacher may modify the suggested sequence and pace of the program at any grade level.
The program must:
(1)

address parenting skills and responsibilities, including child support and other legal rights
and responsibilities that come with parenthood;

(2)

address relationship skills, including money management, communication skills, and
marriage preparation; and

(3)

in district middle, junior high, or high schools that do not have a family violence
prevention program, address skills relating to the prevention of family violence.

As amended by House Bill 3076, 81st Texas Legislature, 2009
(p-2)

A school district may develop or adopt research-based programs and curriculum materials for use
in conjunction with the program developed under Subsection (p). The programs and curriculum
materials may provide instruction in:
(1)

child development;

(2)

parenting skills, including child abuse and neglect prevention; and

(3)

assertiveness skills to prevent teenage pregnancy, abusive relationships, and family
violence.

(p-3)

The agency shall evaluate programs and curriculum materials developed under Subsection (p-2)
and distribute to other school districts information regarding those programs and materials.

(p-4)

A student under 14 years of age may not participate in a program developed under Subsection (p)
without the permission of the student's parent or person standing in parental relation to the
student.

As added by House Bill 3076, 81st Texas Legislature, 2009
(r)

In adopting the essential knowledge and skills for the health curriculum under Subsection
(a)(2)(B), the State Board of Education shall adopt essential knowledge and skills that address the
dangers, causes, consequences, signs, symptoms, and treatment of binge drinking and alcohol
poisoning. The agency shall compile a list of evidence-based alcohol awareness programs from
which a school district shall choose a program to use in the district's middle school, junior high
school, and high school health curriculum. In this subsection, "evidence-based alcohol awareness
program" means a program, practice, or strategy that has been proven to effectively prevent or
delay alcohol use among students, as determined by evaluations that use valid and reliable
measures and that are published in peer-reviewed journals.

As added by Senate Bill 1344, 81st Texas Legislature, 2009

