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Important
New School Designation (NSD) is a unique designation that allows an existing charter holder to be eligible to apply for  and receive federal Charter School Program (CSP) grant funding for a new charter school campus. The New School Designation Application must be accompanied by an Expansion Amendment Request Form. Charter Schools qualifying for NSD must also submit a waiver to waive 19 TAC §100.1033(b)(9)(A)(ii) on or before Thursday, December 15, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. The NSD application, the Expansion Amendment Request Form, corresponding documentation (include the board resolution), and any other expansion amendment requests and documentation necessary to implement the new school are due to the Division of Charter School Administration by email at charteramendments@tea.texas.gov on or before Thursday, December 15, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. 
Section I: ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY) 
OR
Section II: APPLICATION (Respond to the items below.)  (Attach additional documents as necessary.) 
(It is important to be certain about the grade levels to be served as the grade levels on this application must match the grade levels included in the competitive 2017-2019 Public Charter School Program Start-Up Grant application, if submitted, or funding will be jeopardized.)
Section III: WRITTEN PERFORMANCE AGREEMENT (Please submit separately.)
Provide a written performance agreement that the proposed school has with the charter holder explaining that the new school campus does each of the following:
1. Meets the federal definition of a charter school as defined in Public Law 107-110, Title V, Part B, Sec. 5210 (See next page.). Additionally, meets the eligibility criteria under TAC §100.1033(b)(12);
 
2. Outlines the ways, other than those already explained in number 4 of Section 2, in which this agreement is different from the requirements of the existing school or schools operated as part of the charter;
 
3. Discusses three to five higher student performance standards for the new school than for schools currently operated by the charter.
 
NOTE: The higher student performance standards must be specific, realistic, and measurable. Use the following format with specific information included where there are parentheses: 
 
By (DATE), (CERTAIN PERCENT) of (ALL STUDENTS or A SPECIFIC STUDENT GROUP or STUDENT GROUPS) will achieve (LEVEL OF PERFORMANCE) on the (SPECIFIC ASSESSMENT). 
Section IV: CEO/superintendent acknowledgement, signature, and current contact information: 
As the CEO/superintendent of the charter school, I understand that incomplete submissions may cause a delay in processing until all required documentation has been received by the Division of Charter School Administration. 
(Contact the Division of Charter School Administration at charteramendments@tea.texas.gov to confirm the submission of proper documentation. Include the charter name and CDN in the subject line.) 
Federal Definition of Charter School as Defined in Public Law 107-110, Title V, Part B, Sec. 5210 
 
(1) CHARTER SCHOOL- The term charter school means a public school that — 
(A) in accordance with a specific State statute authorizing the granting of charters to schools, is exempt from significant State or local rules that inhibit the flexible operation and management of public schools, but not from any rules relating to the other requirements of this paragraph;
(B) is created by a developer as a public school, or is adapted by a developer from an existing public school, and is operated under public supervision and direction;
(C) operates in pursuit of a specific set of educational objectives determined by the school's developer and agreed to by the authorized public chartering agency;
(D) provides a program of elementary or secondary education, or both;
(E) is nonsectarian in its programs, admissions policies, employment practices, and all other operations, and is not affiliated with a sectarian school or religious institution;
(F) does not charge tuition;
(G) complies with the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act;
(H) is a school to which parents choose to send their children, and that admits students on the basis of a lottery, if more students apply for admission than can be accommodated;
(I) agrees to comply with the same Federal and State audit requirements as do other elementary schools and secondary schools in the State, unless such requirements are specifically waived for the purpose of this program; 
(J) meets all applicable Federal, State, and local health and safety requirements;
(K) operates in accordance with State law; and has a written performance contract with the authorized public chartering agency in the State that includes a description of how student performance will be measured in charter schools pursuant to State assessments that are required of other schools and pursuant to any other assessments mutually agreeable to the authorized public chartering agency and the charter school. 
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