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INTRODUCTION

Writing is a life skill. As students move from grade to grade, writing skills are critical for
academic progress. Students who have difficulty putting their thoughts into writing struggle to
succeed in social studies, science, and many areas other than English language arts. Because
good writing requires good thinking, the act of writing helps students learn to clarify their
thoughts and focus their ideas.

The composition section of the TAKS writing test assesses Objectives 1 and 2. Objective 1
focuses on the quality of the composition’s content, while Objective 2 focuses on how clearly
and effectively the student communicates his or her ideas. These objectives are inextricably
linked because good writing must be both substantial and mechanically sound.

Objective 1
The student will, within a given context, produce an effective composition for a specific

purpose.

The ability to communicate thoughts and ideas through writing helps students become
successful, not only in school but throughout their lives. In order to communicate
effectively, students must organize and develop ideas in a logical, coherent, and interesting
manner that is easy for the reader to follow and understand. Objective 1 tests each student’s
ability to produce an organized and well-developed composition in response to a prompt.
The prompt is worded so that students have broad latitude in crafting an individual
response. Students can use any organizational strategy that allows them to write an effective
piece—they can write a story, a description, a philosophical piece, an expository piece—or
they can combine approaches. However students choose to respond, it is important that the
composition they write is uniquely theirs—that it is authentic and represents their best
thinking and writing.

Objective 2

The student will produce a piece of writing that demonstrates a command of the
conventions of spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, usage, and sentence
structure.

To write well, students must be able to apply the conventions of the English language. This
means that students must have the following skills. First, when students write a
composition, they have the ability to follow the rules of correct capitalization, punctuation,
spelling, grammar, usage, and sentence structure. Second, they have the ability to write
effective sentences and use words and phrases that enhance the reader’s understanding of
their ideas. Although students are not expected to produce absolutely error-free writing on
the test, they are expected to write as clearly and correctly as possible. The stronger the
writing conventions are, the more likely it is that students will be able to produce an

effective composition.

TAKS compositions are holistically scored on a scale of 1 (ineffective) to 4 (highly effective).
For each score point, the scoring guide presents the rubric as well as four student compositions
with explanatory annotations. Using this scoring guide will help you to better understand your
students’ writing development and the strengths and weaknesses of your school’s writing
program. However, it is important to remember that readers assign scores to compositions based
on overall effectiveness. Because these judgments are holistic, compositions at a particular score
point generally do not reflect every characteristic listed on the rubric for that score point.




Write a composition about a time when
something surprising happened.

The information in the box below will help you remember what you should think
about when you write your composition.

REMEMBER—YOU SHOULD
0 write about a time when something surprising happened

O make sure that each sentence you write helps the reader
understand your composition

Q write about your ideas in detail so that the reader really
understands what you are saying

Q try to use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation,
grammar, and sentences

The names of individuals mentioned in the compositions have been
changed to protect the confidentiality of the students whose responses
appear in this guide.




SCORE POINT 1

EAcH COMPOSITION- AT THIS SCORE POINT IS AN INEFFECTIVE PRESENTATION OF THE WRITER’S IDEAS.

Focus and Coherence

a Individual paragraphs and/or the composition as a whole are not focused. The writer may shift
abruptly from idea to idea, making it difficult for the reader to understand how the ideas
included in the composition are related.

0O The composition as a whole has little, or no, sense of completeness. The introduction and
conclusion, if present, may be perfunctory.

O A substantial amount of writing may be extraneous because it does not contribute to the
development or quality of the composition. In some cases, the composition overall may be only
weakly connected to the prompt.

Organization

() The writer’s progression of thought from sentence to sentence and/or paragraph to paragraph is
not logical. Sometimes weak progression results from an absence of transitions or from the use
of transitions that do not make sense. At other times, the progression of thought is simply not
evident, even if appropriate transitions are included.

0 An organizational strategy is not evident. The writer may present ideas in a random or
haphazard way, making the composition difficult to follow.

O Wordiness and/or repetition may stall the progression of ideas.

Development of Ideas

O The writer presents one or more ideas but provides little or no development of those ideas.

O The writer presents one or more ideas and attempts to develop them. However, this
development is so general or vague that it prevents the reader from understanding the writer’s
ideas.

O The writer presents only a plot summary of a published piece of writing, a movie, or a
television show.

a The writer omits information, which creates significant gaps between ideas. These gaps prevent
the reader from clearly understanding those ideas.

Voice

0 The writer does not engage the reader, therefore failing to establish a connection.

0 There may be little or no sense of the writer’s individual voice. The composition does not
sound authentic or original. The writer is unable to express his/her individuality or unique
perspective.

Conventions

() There is little or no evidence in the composition that the writer can correctly apply the
conventions of the English language. Severe and/or frequent errors in spelling, capitalization,
punctuation, grammar, usage, and sentence structure may cause the writing to be unclear or
difficult to read. These errors weaken the composition by causing an overall lack of fluency.

O The writer may misuse or omit words and phrases and may frequently write awkward

sentences. These weaknesses interfere with the effective communication of ideas.
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Séore Point: 1

In this ineffective response the writer is focused on two birthday sleepovers, but frequent
repetition stalls the progression of ideas (I get to have a sleepover, my mama said I can
have a sleepover). The overall development of ideas is general and vague (it is going to
be fun because Patrick is going to be there, that’s way it is going to be fun there; I had to
good days for a sleepover it was fun). In addition, a variety of conventions errors
weakens the composition by interfering with the effective communication of ideas.
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Score Point: 1

In this response the writer is focused on a surprising day at school, but repetition of ideas
(we were good, we got five stars, we got 45 minutes of game day; being so good, we
could get those five stars and have 45 minutes of game day) stalls the progression of the
composition. In addition, there is little or no development of any of the events of the day.
While there is some indication of the writer’s appreciation (I would like to thank my
teacher...and my class), the problems with progression and development make this an
ineffective composition.
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Score Point: 1

The writer of this response about a surprise birthday party uses a narrative organizational
strategy to describe the numerous events of the day. While the writer develops some of
his ideas (She put up decorations and she was getting the cake, candles in the middle of
the cake was the number five), the almost total absence of sentence boundaries
overwhelms the composition’s strengths by interfering with the effective communication
of ideas. This lack of control of the conventions of written English results in an
ineffective response.
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Score Point: 1

This response is focused on the writer’s surprise upon learning of a sister’s car accident.
The writer’s voice is evident, and the conventions are appropriate. However, although the
few events in the narrative are chronologically linked, there is little or no development of
any idea. Therefore, the composition remains ineffective.




SCORE POINT 2

EACH COMPOSITION AT THIS SCORE POINT IS A SOMEWHAT EFFECTIVE PRESENTATION OF THE WRITER’S

IDEAS.

Focus and Coherence

(] Individual paragraphs and/or the composition as a whole are somewhat focused. The writer
may shift quickly from idea to idea, but the reader has no difficulty understanding how the
ideas included in the composition are related.

O The composition as a whole has some sense of completeness. The writer includes an
introduction and conclusion, but they may be superficial.

O Some of the writing may be extraneous because it does not contribute to the development or
quality of the composition as a whole.

Organization

O The writer’s progression of thought from sentence to sentence and/or paragraph to paragraph
may not always be smooth or completely logical. Sometimes the writer needs to strengthen the
progression by including more meaningful transitions; at other times the writer simply needs to
establish a clearer link between ideas.

O The organizational strategy or strategies the writer chooses do not enable the writer to present
ideas effectively.

O Some wordiness and/or repetition may be evident, but these weaknesses do not completely stall
the progression of ideas.

Development of Ideas

O The writer attefnpts to develop the composition by listing ideas or briefly explaining them. In
both of these cases, the development remains superficial, limiting the reader’s understanding
and appreciation of the writer’s ideas.

O The writer presents one or more ideas and attempts to develop them. However, there is little
evidence of depth of thinking because this development may be somewhat general, inconsistent,
or contrived.

d The writer may omit small pieces of information that create minor gaps between ideas.
However, these gaps do not prevent the reader from understanding those ideas.

Voice

O There may be moments when the writer engages the reader but fails to sustain the connection.

O Individual paragraphs or sections of the composition may sound authentic or original, but the
writer has difficulty expressing his/her individuality or unique perspective.

Conventions

0 Errors in spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, usage, and sentence structure
throughout the composition may indicate a limited control of conventions. Although these
errors do not cause the writing to be unclear, they weaken the overall fluency of the
composition.

O The writer may include some simple or inaccurate words and phrases and may write some

awkward sentences. These weaknesses limit the overall effectiveness of the communication of
ideas.
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S-core Point: 2

In this focused narrative the writer tells how the class found a puppy in the park and the
writer was allowed to keep it. Some wordiness (I looked at the clock and waited for nine
fifty park time. The whole class waited for nine fifty. It was finally nine fifty) slows but
does not completely stall the progression of ideas. The control of conventions is generally
good, and some voice is evident. The development, however, remains superficial,
limiting the reader's understanding and appreciation of the writer's ideas. Overall, the

composition is somewhat effective.
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Score Point: 2

Focused on the fun of a surprise trip to Mexico, the writer tries to develop the
composition by listing the activities enjoyed on the trip: deep sea fishing, snorkeling,
riding the zip line, boogie boarding on the beach, and searching for sand dollars. The
writer provides a number of details, but overall the development remains superficial.
Quick shifts between descriptions of the activities result in progression that is not always
smooth (Another really really fun thing is to go snorkeling. When we went deep sea
fishing I caught most of the fish). The writer exhibits a limited control of conventions in
this somewhat effective composition.
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Score Point: 2

In this response about an outing with Grandmother, the writer attempts to develop the
composition by listing the places they visit and providing a few details about each place.
The writer includes an introduction and a conclusion, but they remain superficial. While
the individual paragraphs are focused and the writer’s voice is evident, the list-like
presentation and superficial development limit the reader's understanding and
appreciation of the writer's ideas. Overall, this is a somewhat effective composition.
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Score Point: 2

The writer of this somewhat effective narrative focuses on a birthday celebration at
Medieval Times with a friend and parents. The progression of thought is generally
smooth, but with few specific details, the descriptions of the day and the venue (In the
arena I was surprised how big it was. I was amazed how cool everything was) are
superficial. Although the conventions are appropriate and the writer’s voice is evident,
the composition lacks the depth of development needed for a higher score.




SCORE POINT 3

EACH COMPOSITION AT THIS SCORE POINT IS A GENERALLY EFFECTIVE PRESENTATION OF THE WRITER’S

IDEAS.

Focus and Coherence

a Individual paragraphs and the composition as a whole are, for the most part, focused. The
writer generally shows the clear relationship between ideas, making few sudden shifts from one
idea to the next.

a The composition as a whole has a sense of completeness. The introduction and conclusion add
some depth to the composition.

d Most of the writing contributes to the development or quality of the composition as a whole.

Organization

) The writer’s progression of thought from sentence to sentence and paragraph to paragraph is
generally smooth and controlled. For the most part, transitions are meaningful, and the links
between ideas are logical.

O The organizational strategy or strategies the writer chooses are generally effective.

0 Wordiness and/or repetition, if present, are minor problems that do not stall the progression of
ideas.

Development of Ideas

O The writer attempts to develop all the ideas included in the composition. Although some ideas
may be developed more thoroughly and specifically than others, the development overall
reflects some depth of thought, enabling the reader to generally understand and appreciate the
writer’s ideas.

d The writer’s presentation of some ideas may be thoughtful. There may be little evidence that
the writer has been willing to take compositional risks when developing the topic.

Voice

0 The writer engages the reader and sustains that connection throughout most of the composition.

0 For the most part, the composition sounds authentic and original. The writer is generally able to
express his/her individuality or unique perspective.

Conventions

O The writer generally demonstrates a good command of spelling, capitalization, punctuation,
grammar, usage, and sentence structure. Although the writer may make minor errors, they
create few disruptions in the fluency of the composition.

) The words, phrases, and sentence structures the writer uses are generally appropriate and

contribute to the overall effectiveness of the communication of ideas.
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Score Point: 3
The writer of this concise response relates how cleaning the family car resulted in an ankle injury. The

narrow focus on a single event allows the writer to provide enough details to develop the topic with some
depth and facilitates the smooth progression of ideas. The writer's command of conventions, clear and
specific word choice (glanced, scooped up, startled), and varied sentence structure (Seeing my ankle was
hurt, they ran inside to get my mom) further enhance this generally effective response.
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Score Point 3
This focused narrative describes how the writer's effort led to victory in a football game. Progression
is generally smooth as the writer presents the significant events of the day: the pre-game activities and
the winning play. Specific descriptions (They were like giant elephants. I broke 7 tackles. They looked
like a bulldozer ran over them) add depth and authenticity to the response. The writer's apparent pride
(Both my dad and my coach were happy for what I did and because of me we beat the state
champions) contributes to the expression of the writer’s voice in this generally effective composition. -
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Score Point 3

This generally effective composition is focused on the writer's seventh birthday party. The progression
of ideas from paragraph to paragraph is generally smooth and controlled as the writer describes
playing laser tag, eating the cake, and opening the presents. The effective introduction (I had the
surprise birthday when I was seven because seven is a lucky number) and conclusion (When I go to
brush my teeth I see the chocolate icing on my face and I will never forget this wonderful surprise) add
voice and some depth. The generally good command of conventions strengthens the composition.



TAKS Grade 4
Spring 2009

Tme /v\oxo)‘t/neg Rpa’ ? | \

'me

g cnecj mu

5&4“8

r."Y_’).' O i
haven‘1 wrillen _ane n A who
I‘l 7[0 Hmse rom, 50 Qas’ hﬁ C'lml)&/

,Le 7‘2’,7[ bu'HE;r‘)qleS m /M c'l(omac

h Th led 1he

m'
3NeeT. (4 .
. a_f.
wck 7LQ ZI OOam m?LGOOarnwaao n
J« ‘{ loe ahle 4o mak % 7B -
| .. Tim l’)ea Som l'r) o Jo You COo\cl )')ear aI
mau 10 anoqﬁ(?r‘ aa.l ' ]
Somethina's Tim Tim 7
(xl ,l‘n& QJ'rpna'“w éen S e _door . PPN
a‘fe K A he m.Le ne. 0 the wacld s #uL
osTioned  Tm _ in o NWW&MO é
dou_ M0 er afe ly_‘“aFA T, er Timothy Johnson /@ :.an?

M

ac, 3000.%)p

4 o\,oou+ My ndme & Aas;

Wy és
#)mk .J— m Cuc Nr -l'mm in'T ,,// Tim_, Tone]
Tim T l y /4] ar@a+'
enr \ ], ’ec
¥ & }\e m e é n
SO N, Sl '(C, 50 l'»e ‘é(';_e 0 Qe ,'n,'O-
e 4 30 i onted.’ '
g T t ' s f ¢ )
i ¢ /e £



TAKS Grade 4

Spring 2009 G-17b
JOM /meé z,qne’g IMe Ma&ﬁm ]"a A /)fm,\ amo! A
Tim | ~
v [)) o\o A m |\ ?V
Tim \ Un Yo e 'IL e L@@ﬁv J 'm Wi o),
] O ’ l' Vl .
i A ¢ ) Tim
OI’) ‘m \ Tim \ ]("a'_ .}O '}',UOM " Tim_
mws (?/G ‘O‘ﬂ I . : T Y \
ean7 l_['l‘ means 2 7 tm ) . l)/)
I7l: wlf, f, ’S ‘}O - . . ‘/‘)a.g
_Tm @ up ﬁsiow Ll_.‘H [/]a ea ‘ %O/IBJ
’ ' 1 .
|/ Timm li ‘PL/ﬂ’)P 7@/'
/A / .
w_n' ba 7L0Cl uf; Tim (P/'é o,

Score Point 3

This engaging fantasy response is focused on how a dream about a time machine led to
choosing a writing topic. The writer's effective use of dialogue contributes to the smooth
and controlled progression of thought. After a thorough and specific explanation for the
appearance of the time machine in the dream, the actions at the time zone destination are
less developed. Despite the uneven development of ideas, the composition as a whole
reflects some depth of thought, and the control of conventions contributes to the overall

effectiveness of the communication of ideas.




SCORE POINT 4

EACH COMPOSITION AT THIS SCORE POINT IS A HIGHLY EFFECTIVE PRESENTATION OF THE WRITER’S IDEAS.

Focus and Coherence

O Individual paragraphs and the composition as a whole are focused. This sustained focus enables
the reader to understand and appreciate how the ideas included in the composition are related.

0 The composition as a whole has a sense of completeness. The introduction and conclusion are
meaningful because they add depth to the composition.

g Most, if not all, of the writing contributes to the development or quality of the composition as a
whole.

Organization

a The writer’s progression of thought from sentence to sentence and paragraph to paragraph is
smooth and controlled. The writer’s use of meaningful transitions and the logical movement
from idea to idea strengthen this progression.

0 The organizational strategy or strategies the writer chooses enhance the writer’s ability to
present ideas clearly and effectively.

Development of Ideas

) The writer’s thorough and specific development of each idea creates depth of thought in the
composition, enabling the reader to truly understand and appreciate the writer’s ideas.

O The writer’s presentation of ideas is thoughtful or insightful. The writer may approach the topic
from an unusual perspective, use his/her unique experiences or view of the world as a basis for
writing, or make interesting connections between ideas. In all these cases, the writer’s
willingness to take compositional risks enhances the quality of the content.

Voice

() The writer engages the reader and sustains this connection throughout the composition.

o The composition sounds authentic and original. The writer is able to express his/her
individuality or unique perspective.

Conventions

o The overall strength of the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the composition. The
writer demonstrates a consistent command of spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar,
usage, and sentence structure. When the writer attempts to communicate complex ideas through
sophisticated forms of expression, he/she may make minor errors as a result of these
compositional risks. These types of errors do not detract from the overall fluency of the
composition.

O The words, phrases, and sentence structures the writer uses enhance the overall effectiveness of

the communication of ideas.
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Score Point: 4

The author of this highly effective response focuses on the events leading up to a gift
received on the way home from summer camp. The meaningful introduction vividly sets
the scene and at the same time reveals the hint of a possible surprise to come. Effective
use of dialogue (“Why are you guys walking so fast?” I asked. “You’ll see,” replied my
mom) contributes to both the smooth progression of thought and the development of
ideas. Specific word choice (cuddle, budge, glistened) and a consistent command of
conventions enhance the overall effectiveness of the communication of ideas.
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Score Point: 4

The writer of this tightly focused response describes the surprising day of his sister’s
birth. Showing strong control of the narrative, the writer thoroughly develops each idea,
from first being awakened (Oh no, did someone die? Is the house on fire? Is Mom in the
hospital? Well...no, no, and ...gulp...yes), to finally meeting his new family member.
Precise word choice (a sparkling little baby girl, her little bit of blond hair and her hazel
eyes) and meaningful reflection (to my surprise, she grabbed my nose. Ouch! For a little
baby girl, she had a big grip) engage the reader and reveal the writer’s unique
perspective. The student demonstrates a consistent command of conventions that further
enhances this highly effective response.
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Score Point: 4 o
This highly effective response focuses on the surprising time the writer learned she needed glasses. The progression

of ideas is smooth and controlled as the writer describes first denying she needs glasses, taking the eye exam, and
finally selecting glasses. The writer develops each event with specific details that add depth (As I scanned the row
there was one pair that caught my eye. As I picked those glasses up I felt all around the frame and it felt smooth).
Other details provide a clear sense of the writer’s perspective (This is what 1 read: He bow dumped cover he soon; I
guess I really do need glasses!) and a strong, authentic voice. In addition, the writer demonstrates a consistent
command of conventions that contributes to the overall effectiveness of the composition.




gﬁrﬁ 553364 G-22a
1 a0 sy wol . ghar e, apnd o balepall
v '!\O A . . . N .
f oz Tl bdBne | I
ne Yeli o , , .
slarted o 3 Mo asked me T w/mm'f‘f’
0 be fl/\, the 'm'o\_f_f't\&{,o . b5 sioped vp
'irQ( l':\; EQ; rfM& k{gﬁ:ﬂ: e | e Trye -
/, “This - < ol b fert
ougly) ”' 5{)4?‘:_ L:]: 0-1 L\[i Yeal 'm »ing Fo wil ?0/6(11"‘!\1.(
a Me O o e
The race wodld e ' N
T L y W [d( 4 co Ti
) f ) ]_v%l/ﬂljlv tmy
'ke o e vt tn ' eweinl 1
Ry ' T a
un drovrd 1 f :
Yela ‘n_ml v Fl
‘ er S e Th ‘
= \vervone 5 ST unde S 14
o y
: ey al) o‘lc the o

I —

‘("e

left me and

el

1’ lfma d d’T:?M

Fanmug. R:a/«‘f“ 'Hwé’n SQMLmAI/

nJ 'le/( O{‘F cz(‘r’éff

f’

[ 4

5#!#?}4"%”01 SIX, {frm}m/
1'\ o} ix J@ £




5{3532 209 G-22b
"4 A1 .omd CIQfT"’EG ﬁ’fm‘/ b!kﬁ WE%C%‘\ 723 CopViehyenl &1 ‘ he
for wae LV e Coqrie VL\ £ L 010'{" on m/ b /<€ I S e
kds Spt’ﬂ{ b)/ V”ICI. ‘"Lm dqﬂw Oﬂch"r H«Pﬂl a/?d s60n F was o
f’(onol DICI(C’S '{\OII’W/W/I Jose Alonzo_ ;WLO \/A3 In 'FI rfhl\ 7L

a éur'w and_skidded i\ /hen I s 7L(/H<I sAo(a/po/v‘z» o gl
rm!ﬂ“ next o kit One TwoThree o Cople <t bv me w/hile L-
by Jose. hen, Einally the sittey mdfuichrcame While

['\f’ -,‘Ook (arf h'(dose J\ ?nm/ mA(w[ JP?L\‘?’MMJ 1‘00)1‘# éacé lmLo ‘f'i)f’
fa " vl 59 el L a/ bu /I,/,(u ;

Uy

” A+ AT, wm! ﬁrﬂ .,mz/ Le b a/n

h A "‘A - (AS ¥ N /z° nndlac ﬂlpy567/‘/ .
,' NVAILTEG (14 _1TIhE a{C N @'/’I’ (’bffdj—/lp

[ine, .
o\‘h’/‘ al dd

L4

A4 A LAY

{adle.
Score Point 4
The writer of this thoughtful narrative focuses on the surprising events of a triathlon competition.
Complex sentence structure and precise word choice contribute to the smooth progression (I, not
being a strong swimmer at six, struggled across the pool; I then leaped out of the pool, put my
shoes on quickly, and darted for my bike which was conveniently waiting for me by the course).
The writer’s internal reflections (Later that day when they held up the bronze plaque I didn’t sigh
that sigh of disappointment I usually would have) provide insight into the writer’s unique poiht
of view. The concise but vivid description of the action (When I saw this I skidded to a halt right
next to him. One, two, three people sped by me while I waited by Jose) builds momentum and

adds excitement and authenticity to this highly effective composition.




