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Together, we are
committed to high
expectations and strong
systems that achieve

equitable outcomes for
students in special
populations.
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Total Special Education funding has increased over the last five years.

Key:
FSP Special 52.3M

Education Funds*

IDEA-B Total
Funding

51.1B

. Other Funding**

$1.1B

Increase

$3B $4.1B

FY 2016 Funding FY 2021 Funding

*FSP Special Education Funds includes the Special Education Allotment, the Transportation — Special Education TE n **Qther funding includes: Regional Day School for the Deaf, Statewide Services for Students with Visual

Allotment, and for the 2020-2021 school year, the component of the CCMR Outcomes Bonus tied to outcomes for Impairments, Autism and Dyslexia Grants, non-educational community-based support services, funding for
other state agencies for special education, state dyslexia coordinators.

students with disabilities, and the portion of the dyslexia allotment apportioned to students with disabilities.
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Special Education

Since 2018, a statewide strategic plan for special education has helped improve the ability of public schools to
identify and serve students in need of special education supports.

MORE STUDENTS EVALUATED & SERVED

147,062 588,829

138,543

115,304
101,287
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Texas has identified an additional 106,000 students for special education in the past 4 years.

These additional students
receiving services in Texas
represent more than 28 other
states’ total special education
populations.

Number of students
served through SpEd

‘ 106K student increase

Less than 106K total
students in SpEd

‘ Greater than 106K total
Student enrollment numbers from 2020-21: https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d21/tables/dt21 204.70.asp?current=yes students in SpEd
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Texas has identified an additional 106,000 students for special education in the past 4 years.
This makes up almost half the national growth in special education
(218,492 national growth).

Texas has grown over 20% in the
number of students served through
special education since the 2017-18
school year. The nation as a whole
represents a 3% growth.

13 states decreased in their number
of students served through special
education.

Percentage of growth
from 2017-18 to 2020-21

‘ Decreased
0-1.9%

2 - 3.9%
Student enrollment numbers from 2020-21: https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d21/tables/dt21 204.70.asp?current=yes ‘ ’
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Students identified with dyslexia continues to increase.

In the last 6 years, there has been more then 2x growth in students served.

Dvyslexia and SPED
= 270,977

B Dyslexia NOT SPED

. Dyslexia 504 124 758 241,206

B Dyslesia NOT SPED nor 504

194,224

169,044

176,310

154,406
141,037
125,748

108,851
136,256

1481 126,021

102,234

70,127
32,788

B D
iy, |J'l'_'l-5'

21,446 23,514

2014 2015 2016 2017 201s 2019 2020 2021

TEA started to collect 504 information in 2019.
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Specific learning disabilities continues to make-up almost one-third of students served through
special education —and even grew by over 13,000 students.

Specific Learning Disability pILWEEN 32.8%

Speech/Language Impairment IPyRYLER 19 3%

Autism by 15.2% Autism is now 3 in size and OHI

Other Health Impairment LwrkY 13.6% moved to 47 in one year.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GLHIGIEE 10.5%
Emotional Disturbance SERPEE 6.0%

Intellectual Disability

Auditory Impairment 7,101 1.1%

Blind/Visual Impairment 3,336 )
Orthopedic Impairment 2,868
> < 1%
Traumatic Brain Injury | 1,061

Deaf/Blind | 284 _J
5Y 2021-2022
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Students served through special education are still falling below their same age peers.

All Grades — Approaches
All Subjects

759 /7% /8% 74%

67%

45% I 465 45%
38%

41%

| 2017 ]| 2018]| 2019]| 2021 2022

All Grades — Approaches
Reading

299 749, 75% 75%

| 2017 ]| 2018]| 2019]| 2021]| 2022]

. All Students

. Students with Disabilities

All Grades — Approaches
Math

7995 81% 829

| 2017 ]| 2018]| 2019]| 2021 ]| 2022

Mot tested in 2020 due to COVID

Texas Education Agency
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Students with disabilities continue to graduate high school at lower rates than their peers.
Dropout rates for students with disabilities continues to be higher as well.

5.40%

Graduation Dropout Graduation Dropout Graduation Dropout
Rates Rates Rates Rates Rates Rates

Class of 2018 Class of 2019 Class of 2020

Il 2istudents ] Students with Disabilities
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Students with disabilities continue to be less college ready than their peers, but readiness
IS Improving.
68.6%

59.6%

53.5%

Career College Career College Career College
Ready* Ready Ready™ Ready Ready Ready

Class of 2018 Class of 2019 Class of 2020

. All Students . Students with Disabilities Career Readiness indicators specific to Students with Disabilities
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TEA’s Strategic Plan Refresh




Every Child, Prepared for Success in College, Career, or the Military

Recruit, support and
retain teachers and
principals.

Strategic Priorities

=

Supported
Educators

Key Actions

Students

Build a foundation for

Connect high school
to career and
college.

e

Ready Rigorous Aligned Actionable
Engagement Systems Goalsetting

Improve low-
performing schools.

reading and math.

Continuous Improvement
& P
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Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work

Supplemental Special
Education Services
(SSES)

SpEd General SpEd Infrastructure
Supervision and Static Supports

SpEd Specialized
Supports
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Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work

SpEd Specialized
Supports
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Technical Assistance Resources

Grant to increase capacity:
Guidance Speech-Language Pathology Master's
Documents (SLP) Degree Program Statewide
Distance Venue

Technical S‘ta_nde;rds-BaIsed ‘IEP Process |
Ascictance Training for Evaluation Personne

Guides and Administrators
Two new trainings

TEA

Texas Education Agency

Texas Dyslexia Academy 1-6

TDA 1: Dyslexia Foundations

TDA 2: The Dyslexia Handbook (all
LEAs in Texas were required to
take this training and assure in
Legal Framework)

TDA 3: Considerations for
Emergent Bilingual Students

TDA 4: SPED 101 (coming soon)
TDA 5: Screening for Dyslexia

TDA 6: Dysgraphia (coming soon)




Technical Assistance — Network Resources:

TSLAT

1II'-IF-'|-'J-I1I’I|
'rl.nml'rllq

TSLAT s Mentor Guides

Tiered
Interventions
Using Evidence-
-~ =" | Based Research
b b (TIER) trainings

TEXAS
TRANS:TION

Shudent-Centered Tramitions Hetwork

Pathways

S S ey

f—

Texas Transition and
Employment Guide

Writing Appropriate Measurable
Postsecondary Goals
Self-paced, Online Training

Writing Appropriate
Measurable Postsecondary
Goals

it pm el

Texas Education Agency

Write Rigorous, High-
Quality IEPs for
Students with Complex
Access Needs

lllllllllllllllll

TX CAN
Administrator
Video Series

19



Behavior Supports and Guidance
for Students with Disabilities
Technical Addistands;

. Technical Ansnitance:
Technical Assistance: M . . : e ch“d Flnd&

Individualized Education ‘ 4
Program (IEP) Development Section 504 - Evaluation

i Lemaprp JALD

Anhndmncis Ehemi i
Apoyos y orientacién en materia

de comportamiento para rEﬂ

estudiantes con discapacidades mmm e

Updated IEP Development and Section 504 - Ch!]d Fm(.i o
Guides coming this Spring. Behavior Guide now also Sisatng S
available in Spanish. available now.

Texas Education Agency 20


https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/tea-special-education-guidance

Grants Open Now
Innovative Services to Students with Autism Grant Award

Purpose of Grant:

To increase LEA capacity to implement innovative
programs that effectively serve students with
autism ages 3 through 21.

Innovative Services for
Students with Autism Grant

2023-2024

Increase local capacity to serve students with

autism ages three through 21. Who is E|Iglb|e to apply?
School districts and open-enrollment charter

schools are eligible to apply for the grant*.

Where can | ly? : icati
ere can | apply : When are Applications Due?
R go.escl3.net/autism-grant-award-program/ ! March 3 2023

*Current recipients of the two-year 2022—-2024 Innovative Services for Students with Autism Grant are not eligible to apply.
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Grants Open Now

Dyslexia Grant Award Program for LEAs

Purpose of Grant:
Aims to increase an LEA’s capacity to appropriately serve

students with dyslexia and related disorders by providing:
A. high-quality training to classroom teachers and

administrators in meeting the needs of students with

GRANT AWARD PROGRAM dyslexia and/or

B. training to intervention staff resulting in appropriate
Where can | apply? credentialing related to dyslexia.

R www.dyslexiagrantawardprogram.net

o — Who is eligible to apply?
When are Appllcatlons Due? School districts and open-enrollment charter

February 24, 2023 schools are eligible to apply for the grant*.

*Current recipients of the two-year 2022-2024 Dyslexia Grant Award Program are not eligible to apply.

22
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Integration:

Review and collaboration with the

development and launch of
Texas Home Learning (THL) Materials

PhD
EUREKA - '
MATH . SCIENCE o
for Texas
Amplify ELAR
TEXAS
Amplify.

TEXAS

ELENENTARY LITERADY PROOEAR
LECTOESCRITURA EN ESPARDL

TEXAS MATH
SOLUTION

Developed tools aligned to THL — Specially
Designed Instruction Field User Guides and
Accommodation Companion Guides

Maith Soluthon (6-12)
e by Dopragrnd wpargrne

TEA

Texas Education Agency

Provided synchronous support
sessions for LEAs in the RSSP cohort
around virtual learning considerations
for students with disabilities.

(]

T — 3

Reviewed blueprints and training
materials for CRIMSI pilot trainings and
provided feedback to improve the
CRIMSI PD to better meet the needs of
students with disabilities.

Sl
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Technical Assistance Dashboard (TAD)

An efficient system for assigning technical assistance to Local Education Agencies (LEAs) aligned to outcomes from DMS
monitoring and self-assessment, so that LEA improvement plans will be more effective in implementing systems that

improve compliance and outcomes for students served by special education.

TL*.  TSLA
DWGHDSTIC FRANENVORK >y i Taan
Implameniation Biadand Cuicdimies [ Family Engagamin %
INCLUSION
- T RN a 3
&y,

- ™%
o
£

—

[ DMS Outcomes ] TA Connections ]

"EimlE:

[ LEA Implementation ]

Texas Education Agency
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Technical Assistance Dashboard (TAD)

4 Y

Team works through Monitoring Process

Ascend

|dentifies the need for a TA Resource

AN

From Ascend, TEA team member will enter
the TA Dashboard to find a relevant TA LMS/CMS

Resource TA Dashboard {|— | = —

TA Dashboard will search the LMS and . —

potentially other sources v_ v—

W — o -

N\
Once appropriate TA Resource(s) have been _
found, resources will go back through Ascend - - — Ascend

to be assigned to the LEA

Other sources for
T4 Resources

*any user with an account can search the TA resources in the TA Dashboard
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ESC SpEd Liaisons

ESC Spkd Liaisons grant is inits | gth | year.

Providing direct sustained support to 58

P e A VGO | g ) UG VLI g g S R



Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work

Supplemental Special
Education Services
(SSES)

Texas Education Agency 27



spennasen | TO date, we've awarded accounts to over 80% of eligible applicants.

76 ’276 This is only about

12% of our total
SpEd population

Total Awarded Accounts

ded
pitteiol I 53 447

2023 —it has changed !

to 80% FRL.
SSES gives priority to families with a low-socioeconomic status, TEA
determines this based off a student’s Free or Reduced Lunch (FRL) coding.

I Free or Reduced Lunch (FRL) eligible [ Not Free or Reduced Lunch (FRL) eligible

Data as of Feb. 1, 2022 TEA
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The number of SSES applications continues to grow daily.

While the number of applications per day has decreased from 2021, we are still receiving an average of 153

applications on school days and 35 on non-school days (weekends/holidays).

Of these applicants,

roughly 80% are

found to be eligible. -
110501 113553 :
11p85,792 :
100 151 102 5958
g, 13?.——'9?,553 !
'_-- BQ.EEE — -
{83132
76,147
s

85,171

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE JuLy AUG SEPT OcCT NOV DEC JAN
2022 2023

Data from Feb. 1, 2022

29
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Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work

SpEd General
Supervision

Texas Education Agency 30



The first half of the cyclical reviews have been completed.

Year 1
(2015-2020)

Year 2
(2020-2021)

Year 3
(2021-2022)

Year 4
(2022-2023)

Year 5
(2023-2024)

Year 6
(2024-2025)

~23%

142 | EAs monitored
12 annually

256 I (64) Carryover from year 1

159 I (74) Carryover from year 1

203
78

Cyclical Reviews —

These LEAs would NOT have
been monitored under the prior
monitoring system

Completed/Projected Targeted
Reviews
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% Districts .

Charters .

Cycle 4, 5,and 6 Cycle 1, 2,and 3
Total = 619* LEAS Total = 597 LEAS
to be monitored

On-sites
Cycle 1: 23 LEAs
<4 Cycle 2: 19 LEAS (uirtual)
C";.I"Cle 3: 10 LEAs (3 face-to-face)

Six-year Monitoring Cycle Snapshot

104

515

On-sites '

By 2024-2025, all LEAs * will
participate in monitoring, with
Determination Level 3 and 4 LEAs
selected for cyclical on-site monitoring

*619 of 1,216 LEAs as of 7/15/2022. Additions, closures, or consolidations
will impact the total number of LEAs monitored for each future cycle.
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RDA LEA Determination Levels inform

selection for Targeted Monitoring. PV’ need intervention (0L 3
86 Total LEAs ' Needs Substantial Intervention (DL 4)
in Targeted Monitoring SO SR-
76 Total LEAs 64 Total LEAs
/58 DL 3 LEAs \ in Targete?t‘lc:-nitorl'ng in Targeted Monitoring
(53 DL 3 LEAS A (&1 DL 3 LEAS A

23 DL 4 LEAs

18 DL 4 LEAs

13 DL 4 LEAs

2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022
Targeted Monitoring Targeted Monitoring Targeted Monitoring
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Operational Framework of Dyslexia Monitoring

Dyslexia Monitoring
Activities

Early Intervention &
Identification Cyclical Dyslexia Monitoring
Monitoring

Dyslexia Iiyslema Dyslexia
Performance Program Performance
Plan Evaluation Plan

Onsite Review
(if applicable)
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Cycle 3 Dyslexia Monitoring Outcomes

198 LEAs Dyslexia Monitoring Outcomes
monitored =+ LEAs in cycle 3 were found
| noncompliant in the following areas:
i Dyslexia Procedures 2
i Parent communication 2
92 LEAs require i :
106 LEAs In clarification and/or i Screening 6
compliance request for additional E Reading Instruments 5
documentation l _ -
E Evaluation and Identification 4
i Instruction 3
E () |Progress Monitoring 2
83 LEAs in 9 LEAs in |
. . == LEAs have 120 days to correct
compliance noncompliance

\jdentified noncompliance _/'I

Texas Education Agency




What is the 3rd Party Audit?

As proposed in the TEA Special Education Strategic plan, an
independent review of the new special education monitoring
was conducted to provide external feedback, review, and
verification of the processes developed.

TEA Special Education Strategic Plan

Special Education Monitoring Evaluation Final Report

Texas Education Agency 37


https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/SPED%20Strategic%20Plan%20April%2023%20Final.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/tea-sped-monitoring-evaluation-final-report.pdf

3'd Party Independent Review of the Monitoring System

= New monitoring system meets requirements of the Special Education Strategic Plan

= Transformational change occurring — from compliance “watchdog” to “continuous improvement”
= Progress on many initiatives

= LEAs noticing and appreciating changes

= Opportunities for further operational improvement exist

= The evaluation team agreed with TEA’s assessment of individual compliance indicators 3,348 out
of 3,576 instances evaluated, or 96.7% of the time.

96.7% agreemenjc betw?en_ auditors and TEA on
noncompliance findings.
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LEA Feedback

R R RSN R N S R R R N S R R R R R RS R G E A R "

‘ ‘ It all has been a wonderful process. ‘ ‘

Working together as a Team to analyze
and create a plan has been rewarding.
The guestions in the SA were hard to
review because we had to face some hard
facts, but we are better for it.

There is more trust in
the monitoring system than there
has been in the last several years.

‘ ‘ This whole process and all the ‘ ‘ We never thought of
‘ activities have produced deep the monitoring system as a
conversations and we are getting "gotcha"” - but instead to do better
stronger because of it. and be better.
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Number of Special Education Complaints

The number of complaints hit an all-time high last year at 541.

541

412

389

/ x 336
325
281 778 280 — \

261

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

_ (2023: As of 12/2/22)
Federal Fiscal Years (FFY)
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Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work

SpEd Infrastructure
and Static Supports
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PEDTEX

Special Education Information Center

(@Y

SPEDTEX org )

/’&QB
—=
C B8 X

Chat
Support

Email
Support

Phone
Support

My SPEDTEX
Account

%

ooo
ooo

Events
Calendar

B3

Participation
Opportunities

Resource
Locator

All in English and Spanish

Texas Education Agency
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NEW CMS/LMS Coming Soon

w3 Texas SPED Support

The new TEA website will be called Texas SpEd Support and will house all special education
technical assistance resources.

Launch date: by August 31, 2023

= Easily searchable by type of resource, audience, topic, featured resources, and most popular resources
= Users can create their own profile and save favorite resources

= Users can share resources with colleagues with a click of a button

= More information on this soon — Summer TCASE
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Did you hear?

The Texas Legal Framework has a new website — launched in October 2022.

THE TEXAS LEGAL FRAMEWORK

for the Child-Centered Special Education Process

Texas Education Agency 44


https://fw.escapps.net/

Special Education Funding Commission




Je) Special Education Funding Commission

The Commissions Charge:

Under House Bill (HB) 1525 from the 87t Legislative Session (2021), the Texas Commission on Special Education
Funding (Commission) was formed and tasked with developing and making legislative recommendations for
methods of financing special education in our public schools.

The Commissions Membership:

The Commission consists of three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the
House, three members of the Senate appointed by the Lieutenant Governor, and one member with an
interest in special education appointed by the Governor as Chair.

.\ bit.ly/SPEDFundComm
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-commission-on-speciale-ducation-funding.pdf

Je) Recommendations: S bitly/SPEDFundComm

Formula-Based Funding Recommendations:

Recommendation # 1:

Recommendation # 2:

Recommendation # 3:

Transition to a Service Intensity Based Formula System.

Provide a cost offset for full and individual initial evaluations (FIIEs).

Increase the per mile reimbursement rate for special education transportation.
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-commission-on-speciale-ducation-funding.pdf

Je) Recommendations: S bitly/SPEDFundComm

Students served through special education Currecrlwtly fundmig is based on
Recommendation # 1: educational setting

Educational Setting: Student B
.. . . Mainstream - General Education Classroom /-& /\\
Transition to a Service Intensity | 77 =y
In Class Supports Students Receive:
Based Formula System. Both stidents fUnded eqlaly
+ Modified Tests * Lesson planning because they are in the same
+ One-on-One Aide consultation between \_ educational setting. )
. . * Small-Group Testing SpEd and GenEd
u Inte n5|t‘f bHSEd On 7 t|er5 * Behavior Intervention teachers The special education funding
Plan (BIP) commission is recommending

funding be based on intensity of

. . services requlred
" Aservice group funding * m
C

structure would be an add-on
to this system.

Student A would be funded more
than Student B, because they

have more supports needed.
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-commission-on-speciale-ducation-funding.pdf

Je) Recommendations: S bitly/SPEDFundComm

Non-Formula-Based Funding Recommendations:

Provide funds to cover the retire/rehire penalty for special education staff as a

R dation # 4: : - i ifi
ceommendation commitment to recruit and retain qualified staff.

Provide funding for special education teacher certification exam fees for the first

Recommendation # 5:
attempt.

Appropriate funds to offer salary stipends for special education teachers and

Recommendation # 6: :
paraprofessionals.

Recommendation # 7:
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-commission-on-speciale-ducation-funding.pdf

Je) Recommendations: S bitly/SPEDFundComm

Non-Formula-Based Funding Recommendations:

Recommendation # 8: | Continue and provide increased funding to the SSES program. (Majority Vote 5-2)

Increase the College, Career, and Military Readiness (CCMR) Outcomes Bonus for

Recommendation # 9: _ _
students served by special education.

Provide a grant program for nonprofit agencies dedicated to working with

Recommendation # 10: _ o _ -
students served by special education in public schools. (Majority Vote 5-2)

Recommendation # 11: | Maintain at least the current funding levels for dyslexia and autism grants.

50
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-commission-on-speciale-ducation-funding.pdf

Je) Recommendations: S bitly/SPEDFundComm

Non-Formula-Based Funding Recommendations:

Increase regulatory authority of TEA regarding nonpublic day and residential
facilities to improve LEA capacity and ensure parents have accurate information
regarding the State Supported Living Centers (SSLCs) as an option for students
receiving significant special education services.

Recommendation # 12:

Recommendation # 13: | Increase capacity and available options of nonpublic day programs across Texas.
(Majority Vote 5-2)

Recommendation # 14: | Consider Educational Savings Accounts. (Majority Vote 4-3)
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-commission-on-speciale-ducation-funding.pdf

Thank you
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