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“ Together, we are 
committed to high 

expectations and strong 
systems that achieve 

equitable outcomes for 
students in special 

populations. “



Agenda
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Data



Total Special Education funding has increased over the last five years.

*FSP Special Education Funds includes the Special Education Allotment, the Transportation – Special Education 
Allotment, and for the 2020-2021 school year, the component of the CCMR Outcomes Bonus tied to outcomes for 
students with disabilities, and the portion of the dyslexia allotment apportioned to students with disabilities.

**Other funding includes: Regional Day School for the Deaf, Statewide Services for Students with Visual 
Impairments, Autism and Dyslexia Grants, non-educational community-based support services, funding for 
other state agencies for special education, state dyslexia coordinators.
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Special Education 
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Texas has identified an additional 106,000 students for special education in the past 4 years.

These additional students 
receiving services in Texas 
represent more than 28 other 
states’ total special education 
populations.

Student enrollment numbers from 2020-21: https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d21/tables/dt21_204.70.asp?current=yes
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Texas has identified an additional 106,000 students for special education in the past 4 years.
This makes up almost half the national growth in special education 
(218,492 national growth).

Texas has grown over 20% in the 
number of students served through 
special education since the 2017-18 
school year. The nation as a whole 
represents a 3% growth.

13 states decreased in their number 
of students served through special 
education.

Student enrollment numbers from 2020-21: https://nces.ed.gov/programs/digest/d21/tables/dt21_204.70.asp?current=yes
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Students identified with dyslexia continues to increase. 
In the last 6 years, there has been more then 2x growth in students served.

TEA started to collect 504 information in 2019.
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Specific learning disabilities continues to make-up almost one-third of students served through 
special education – and even grew by over 13,000 students.
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Students served through special education are still falling below their same age peers. 
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Students with disabilities continue to graduate high school at lower rates than their peers.  
Dropout rates for students with disabilities continues to be higher as well. 
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Students with disabilities continue to be less college ready than their peers, but readiness 
is improving. 
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TEA’s Strategic Plan Refresh



Every Child, Prepared for Success in College, Career, or the Military 
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Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work 

SpEd Specialized 
Supports

Supplemental Special 
Education Services 

(SSES)

SpEd General 
Supervision

SpEd Infrastructure 
and Static Supports
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Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work  
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Technical Assistance Resources
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Technical Assistance – Network Resources: 
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Technical Assistance Guidebooks
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https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/tea-special-education-guidance


Grants Open Now
Innovative Services to Students with Autism Grant Award

Where can I apply? 
go.esc13.net/autism-grant-award-program/

Purpose of Grant:
To increase LEA capacity to implement innovative 
programs that effectively serve students with 
autism ages 3 through 21.

Who is eligible to apply?
School districts and open-enrollment charter 
schools are eligible to apply for the grant*. 

When are Applications Due? 
March 3, 2023

*Current recipients of the two-year 2022–2024 Innovative Services for Students with Autism Grant are not eligible to apply.
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Grants Open Now 
Dyslexia Grant Award Program for LEAs

Where can I apply? 
www.dyslexiagrantawardprogram.net

When are Applications Due? 
February 24, 2023

Purpose of Grant:
Aims to increase an LEA’s capacity to appropriately serve 
students with dyslexia and related disorders by providing:

A. high-quality training to classroom teachers and 
administrators in meeting the needs of students with 
dyslexia and/or

B. training to intervention staff resulting in appropriate 
credentialing related to dyslexia.

Who is eligible to apply?
School districts and open-enrollment charter 
schools are eligible to apply for the grant*. 

*Current recipients of the two-year 2022–2024 Dyslexia Grant Award Program are not eligible to apply. 
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Integration: 

Texas Education Agency 23



Technical Assistance Dashboard (TAD)
An efficient system for assigning technical assistance to Local Education Agencies (LEAs) aligned to outcomes from DMS 
monitoring and self-assessment, so that LEA improvement plans will be more effective in implementing systems that 
improve compliance and outcomes for students served by special education.
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Technical Assistance Dashboard (TAD) 

*any user with an account can search the TA resources in the TA Dashboard
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ESC SpEd Liaisons 
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Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work   
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To date, we’ve awarded accounts to over 80% of eligible applicants. 

Data as of Feb. 1, 2022
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The number of SSES applications continues to grow daily.
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Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work    
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The first half of the cyclical reviews have been completed.
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Six-year Monitoring Cycle Snapshot
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RDA LEA Determination Levels inform 
selection for Targeted Monitoring.
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Operational Framework of Dyslexia Monitoring
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Cycle 3 Dyslexia Monitoring Outcomes
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What is the 3rd Party Audit?

As proposed in the TEA Special Education Strategic plan, an 
independent review of the new special education monitoring 

was conducted to provide external feedback, review, and 
verification of the processes developed.

TEA Special Education Strategic Plan
Special Education Monitoring Evaluation Final Report
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/SPED%20Strategic%20Plan%20April%2023%20Final.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/tea-sped-monitoring-evaluation-final-report.pdf


3rd Party Independent Review of the Monitoring System

 New monitoring system meets requirements of the Special Education Strategic Plan

 Transformational change occurring – from compliance “watchdog” to “continuous improvement”

 Progress on many initiatives

 LEAs noticing and appreciating changes

 Opportunities for further operational improvement exist

 The evaluation team agreed with TEA’s assessment of individual compliance indicators 3,348 out 
of 3,576 instances evaluated, or 96.7% of the time. 
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LEA Feedback
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Number of Special Education Complaints
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Special Education Initiatives and Ongoing Work
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NEW CMS/LMS Coming Soon

The new TEA website will be called Texas SpEd Support and will house all special education 
technical assistance resources.

 Launch date: by August 31, 2023

 Easily searchable by type of resource, audience, topic, featured resources, and most popular resources

 Users can create their own profile and save favorite resources

 Users can share resources with colleagues with a click of a button

 More information on this soon – Summer TCASE
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Did you hear?
The Texas Legal Framework has a new website – launched in October 2022.
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https://fw.escapps.net/


Special Education Funding Commission



Special Education Funding Commission 

The Commissions Charge:
Under House Bill (HB) 1525 from the 87th Legislative Session (2021), the Texas Commission on Special Education 
Funding (Commission) was formed and tasked with developing and making legislative recommendations for 
methods of financing special education in our public schools. 

The Commissions Membership:
The Commission consists of three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the 
House, three members of the Senate appointed by the Lieutenant Governor, and one member with an 
interest in special education appointed by the Governor as Chair. 
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-commission-on-speciale-ducation-funding.pdf


Recommendations: 

Formula-Based Funding Recommendations: 
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-commission-on-speciale-ducation-funding.pdf


Recommendations:  
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-commission-on-speciale-ducation-funding.pdf


Recommendations:   

Non-Formula-Based Funding Recommendations: 
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-commission-on-speciale-ducation-funding.pdf


Recommendations:    

Non-Formula-Based Funding Recommendations: 
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-commission-on-speciale-ducation-funding.pdf


Recommendations:     
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https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/texas-commission-on-speciale-ducation-funding.pdf


Thank you
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