Enrollment (in Millions)

4.4 4

4.2 4

4.0 4

3.8 4

3.6 4

3.4 -

3.2 4

3.0

Enroliment in

Texas Public Schools
2003-04

Statewide Enrollment, Texas Public Schools, 1987-88 Through 2003-04

1987-88

1989-90 1991-92 1993-94 1995-96 1997-98 1999-00 2001-02 2003-04

School Year

Division of Accountability Research
Department of Accountability and Data Quality
Texas Education Agency
March 2005






Enrollment
in Texas Public Schools
2003-04

Project Staff
Mei-Ling Shen
Spring W. Lee

David Lynch
Linda A. Roska

Editorial Staff
Richard Kallus
Amanda Callinan
Sue Mutchler

Division of Accountability Research
Department of Accountability and Data Quality
Texas Education Agency

March 2005



Texas Education Agency
Shirley J. Neeley, Commissioner of Education
Robert Scott, Chief Deputy Commissioner

Department of Accountability and Data Quality
Criss Cloudt, Associate Commissioner

Division of Accountability Research
Karen Dvorak, Managing Director

Citation. Texas Education Agency. (2005). Enrollment in Texas public schools, 2003-04. (Document
No. GEO5 601 06). Austin TX: Author.

Abstract. This report has been prepared as an update to Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2001-02
(Texas Education Agency [TEA], 2003a). It provides information on enrollment in the Texas public
school system from the 1994-95 through 2003-04 school years, based on data collected through the Texas
Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS). Enrollment data are provided by grade, eth-
nicity, gender, and economically disadvantaged status, and for special populations and instructional pro-
grams. Data also are reported by education service center region and district type.

Keywords. Enrollment, grade, bilingual/English as a second language, career and technology, gifted
and talented, limited English proficiency, special education, Title I, education service center, ethnicity,
economically disadvantaged status, and gender.

Cover. Statewide Enrollment, Texas Public Schools, 1987-88 Through 2003-04. See pages 4-5 for detail.

Material in this publication is not copyrighted and may be reproduced. The Texas Education Agency
would appreciate credit for the material used and a copy of the reprint.

Additional copies of this document may be purchased using the order form in the back of this publication.
Additional information about this report may be obtained by contacting the Texas Education Agency,
Department of Accountability and Data Quality, Division of Accountability Research, by phone at

(512) 475-3523, by e-mail at research@tea.state.tx.us, or via the division website at
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/research/.

Copyright © Notice. The materials are copyrighted © and trademarked ™ as the property of the Texas Education Agency (TEA) and may not
be reproduced without the express written permission of TEA, except under the following conditions: (1) Texas public school districts, charter
schools, and Education Service Centers may reproduce and use copies of the Materials and Related Materials for the districts’ and schools’ edu-
cational use without obtaining permission from TEA; (2) residents of the state of Texas may reproduce and use copies of the Materials and Re-
lated Materials for individual personal use only without obtaining written permission of TEA; (3) any portion reproduced must be reproduced in
its entirety and remain unedited, unaltered and unchanged in any way; and (4) no monetary charge can be made for the reproduced materials or
any document containing them; however, a reasonable charge to cover only the cost of reproduction and distribution may be charged. Private
entities or persons located in Texas that are not Texas public school districts, Texas Education Service Centers, or Texas charter schools or any
entity, whether public or private, educational or non-educational, located outside the state of Texas MUST obtain written approval from TEA
and will be required to enter into a license agreement that may involve the payment of a licensing fee or a royalty. For information contact: Office
of Copyrights, Trademarks, License Agreements, and Royalties, Texas Education Agency, 1701 N. Congress Ave., Austin, TX 78701-1494;
phone 512-463-7004; email: copyrights@tea.state.tx.us.

ii Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04



Contents

HIGIIIGRES. ..ottt et e et e e et e e e bt e e sbeeetbeessbaeentaeessbeeenseeesaeeansaeessaeenreaan vi
ENTOIIMENT 111 TEXAS ...eeutttieiteieeiieie et ettt ettt et et ee et e s et e te bt e st enee e st emeeaseeseenseeseemeenseese et enseaseensenseeneensenees 1
Statewide ENTOIIMENL . ...c..eouiiiiitieieiee ettt ettt ettt b et e bt e st et et e e beetesbeeneennens 4
Enrollment by EtRNICIEY .....coocuviiiiieiiiiecee ettt ettt et e et e e st e e sataeeanseessbaeenens 6
Enrollment by Economically Disadvantaged Status ...........ccceevevereiieiieiieniienienee e eee e esneesieesenesene e 8
ENrollment DY GENAET .......ccueiviiiiiiiieiieeie ettt e et e te e teestaesstessseesseessaessnesssesseesssenssennns 9
ENrollment BY GTade.........cocuiiuiiiiiiiiiiieiete ettt sttt sttt ettt st eaesbeeaenae s 10
Enrollment by Grade and EthNICItY ......c.c.eiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieecies ettt e eetveesbeeeaveessaeeens 12
Enrollment by Grade and Economically Disadvantaged Status..........ccccoooeeeeeninieneninneneneeeneeene 14
Enrollment for Instructional Programs and Special Populations ..............ccoeceevernienenniiniiieeeeeeeeeee, 16
Enrollment for Instructional Programs and Special Populations by Ethnicity .........ccccceeeeniiiiincnnnen. 19
Enrollment for Instructional Programs and Special Populations by Economically Disadvantaged
STALUS ...ttt ettt ettt ettt b e s bt sttt et e bt b e bt e et et ettt e bt sh et et e e bt e sheesatesareeane 21
Enrollment for Instructional Programs and Special Populations by Gender............coccecevereencnenncnne. 23
Enrollment DY DISIIICE TYPE .vveuviiuriiiiiiieitieitiestesteete et ebeeteetteseseseaeessaesseessaessaesssessseassesssesssesssessensssens 26
Enrollment by District Type and EthniCity .........cccoeeiiciierierierierie et seee e 29
Enrollment by District Type and Economically Disadvantaged Status..........c.ccoccevereevenencenenencenn. 32
Enrollment by EQUCation Service CeNLET........c.uiivuiiiiiieeiiieeieeeieeeeiteeereeeeeesiveesreeeseveesveeessaeesssesssseeesssens 34
Enrollment by Education Service Center and EthniCity ........c.ccveviiiviirieiiieiiecieceeeeeesee e 38
Enrollment by Education Service Center and Economically Disadvantaged Status..........c..cccceeeneee. 43
National ENrollment Trends.........coiiiiiieiieieiee ettt st sttt et e bt e 45
Appendix A. District TYPe DefiNitions........ccecviiriiiiciieeiie e eeeesiee ettt e eee et e e sbeeeeaeesssaesseaessseeesssens 46
RETETEIICES ...ttt et b ettt s a et e e bt e st et e bt e st e e bt eaeenbeemeeaesaeeneenean 47

List of Tables

Table 1. Enrollment by Ethnicity, Socioeconomic Status, English Proficiency, Gender, Grade,
Instructional Program, District Type, and Education Service Center, Texas Public Schools,

2002-03 and 2003-04.......eeeeeeeeeee ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt at et e re e e e ne et enaeees 3
Table 2. Statewide Enrollment, Texas Public Schools, 1987-88 Through 2003-04-..........cccoeevvrvvvereenenne. 5
Table 3. Change in Statewide Enrollment, Texas Public SChools.........ccooieiiiniiiiiiieieee e 5
Table 4. Enrollment by Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through 2003-04 ............ccoeeeveeennenne 7
Table 5. Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95

Through 2003-04 .......oooeeeeee ettt ettt et et e bt e bt e s btesateenteeteenbeesseesneesntesneesneas 8
Table 6. Enrollment by Gender, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through 2003-04...........ccccoevveeiveennenn. 9

Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04 iii



Table 7.
Table 8.
Table 9.

Table 10.

Table 11.

Table 12.

Table 13.

Table 14.
Table 15.
Table 16.

Table 17.

Table 18.

Table 19.

Enrollment by Grade, Texas Public Schools, 2002-03 and 2003-04...........ccceeevveereecrievreenreennens 11
Enrollment by Grade and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 2002-03 and 2003-04.................... 13
Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by Grade, Texas Public Schools,

2002-03 and 2003-04.......cc.ooimiiiiieieiet ettt sttt 15
Enrollment for Instructional Programs and Special Populations, Texas Public Schools,

1994-95 Through 2003-04.....c..oouiiieieieieieet ettt ettt sttt s e eaeas 18
Enrollment for Instructional Programs and Special Populations by Ethnicity, Texas

Public Schools, 2002-03 and 200304 .......covveeiieieieeeeeiee e e s 20
Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by Instructional Program and

Special Population, Texas Public Schools, 2002-03 and 2003-04...........ccceeeerveerieenieeeieeeenennn 22
Enrollment for Instructional Programs and Special Populations by Gender, Texas Public
Schools, 2002-03 and 200304 ........oooeiiiieeeieeee ettt ettt e e e e e e et e e e e e e eeseaaaeeeesesennanes 24
Enrollment by District Type, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through 2003-04 ...................... 28

Enrollment by District Type and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 and 2003-04 ........ 30
Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by District Type, Texas Public

Schools, 1994-95 Through 2003-04 .........cooiiiiiiiieeie ettt 33
Enrollment by Education Service Center, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through
2003204 ...ttt h et e h et et a e et e ea e et enteen e et e eseententeneeneensenne 36

Enrollment by Education Service Center and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95
ANA 2003-04 ... ettt e et e et et e e e — e e et e e e e e sateeaaeas 39

Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by Education Service Center, Texas
Public Schools, 1994-95 and 2003-04 .........ooooeeeieieiieeeeeeeeeee et e e e e e resaeeeeeeas 44

List of Figures

Figure 1.
Figure 2.

Figure 3.
Figure 4.
Figure 5.

Figure 6.

Figure 7.
Figure 8.

Figure 9.
Figure 10.

Enrollment by Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through 2003-04 ............cccceveeeennen. 6
Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95

Through 2003-04 ..ottt ettt ettt ettt 8
Enrollment by Grade, Texas Public Schools, 2002-03 and 2003-04 ...........ccccevveveveriercreenennn, 11
Enrollment by Grade and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 2003-04..........ccccoooeiriirieerieennnnne. 12
Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by Grade, Texas Public Schools,
200304 ...ttt a ettt a e bttt eae e 14
Enrollment in Instructional Programs, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through

200304 ...t b ettt h et h b bttt 17
Enrollment in Instructional Programs by Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 2003-04............... 19
Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by Instructional Program, Texas

Public SChools, 2003-04 ........oooiieiee e ee et e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e 21
Enrollment in Instructional Programs by Gender, Texas Public Schools, 2003-04.................. 23
Change in Enrollment by District Type, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 to 2003-04 .............. 27

Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04



Figure 11. Change in Enrollment by District Type and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 to
2003204 ..ottt bttt ettt

Figure 12. Change in Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by District Type, Texas
Public Schools, 1994-95 10 200304 .......ccovuveeieeeie ettt enaees

Figure 13. Change in Enrollment by Education Service Center, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 to
2003-04 ...ttt h e h et a e b st bt h et bttt n et n et n b etk ene b st enene

Figure 14. Change in Enrollment by Education Service Center and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools,
1994-95 10 200304 .....c.eeeeeeeeee ettt ettt ettt st ettt et et a et e te e eeenes

Figure 15. Change in Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by Education Service
Center, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 t0 200304 ..........oooeieeiieieeieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e

Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04



Highlights

Vi

Texas public school enrollment during the 1987-88 school year was 3,224,916 students. By 2003-04,
enrollment had risen to 4,328,028 students. Over the 17-year time period, total enrollment increased
by 1,103,112 students, or by 34.2 percent.

Statewide enrollment increased by 2.1 percent each year, on average.

Between the 1994-95 and 2003-04 school years, enrollment increased for all ethnic groups except
Whites. Enrollment of White students declined by 4.2 percent.

Hispanic student enrollment experienced the largest numerical increase, rising by 546,495 students

(or 40.6%) during this time period. In 2003-04, Hispanic students (43.8%) were the largest enrolled
ethnic group in the state, followed by White students (38.7%). The third largest group was African

American students, at 14.2 percent.

In 1994-95, there were 1,700,709 economically disadvantaged students, 46.3 percent of all students.
By 2003-04, the number had risen to 2,281,195, bringing the proportion of Texas students who were
economically disadvantaged to 52.7 percent.

During both 2002-03 and 2003-04, Grade 9 had the highest enrollment, in part because of higher
grade-level retention in Grade 9. In 2003-04, over 375,000 students were enrolled in this grade.

The number of students identified as limited English proficient (LEP) grew by 45.1 percent between
1994-95 and 2003-04, and the number of students receiving bilingual or English as a second language
(ESL) instructional services increased 52.6 percent.

District types with high population concentrations and high growth rates (major urban, major subur-
ban, other central city, and other central city suburban) accounted for 79.3 percent of total student en-
rollment in 2003-04, increasing from 71.7 percent in 1994-95.

In 1994-95, Education Service Center Region 4 (Houston) served the largest student population, ac-
counting for 21.0 percent of total state public school enrollment. In 2003-04, Region 4 continued to
have the largest proportion of total enrollment (21.9%).

From 1987-88 to 2001-02, enrollment in U.S. public schools increased 18.9 percent. At the same
time, Texas public school enrollment increased 27.5 percent—an increase of over three-quarters of a
million new students (National Center for Education Statistics [NCES], 2003a).

In 1994-95, White student enrollment in U.S. public schools was 65.6 percent, and Hispanic student
enrollment was 13.0 percent. In the same year in Texas public schools, White student enrollment was
47.1 percent, and Hispanic student enrollment was 36.1 percent (NCES, 1996). By Fall 2000, White
enrollment in U.S. public schools had decreased to 61.2 percent, and Hispanic enrollment had in-
creased to 16.3 percent. In the same period, White enrollment in Texas public schools declined to
42.0 percent, while Hispanic enrollment rose to 40.6 percent (NCES, 2003a).
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Enrollment in Texas

Enrollment is typically defined as the number of students registered in a school at a designated time in
the school year. In this report, enrollment refers specifically to the number of students enrolled in Early
Education through Grade 12 in the Texas public school system as of the last Friday in October of each
year. This annual student count is called the Public Education Information Management System (PEIMS)
“snapshot date.” Enrollment counts are available for all campuses, school districts, charter schools, coun-
ties, Education Service Center (ESC) regions, and the state.

Enrollment data in Texas include student demographic information, such as ethnicity, gender, and
economically disadvantaged status, and information on student participation in special programs. Data on
student characteristics and program participation are essential for monitoring educational progress and
planning educational programs at all levels of the education system.

Financial planners and civic leaders use enrollment data to monitor the educational needs of a com-
munity. For example, a growing community will consider current enrollment data when making decisions
to add teachers or adjust school programs in the short term. For long-term planning purposes, districts use
enrollment trend data to predict and respond to changing needs in such areas as school facilities.

Public school enrollment data are used at the regional and state levels in Texas for education policy
planning, administration, and research. Because enrollment trends reflect changes in society as a whole,
the Texas Education Agency (TEA), state legislature, and research organizations use enrollment data to
better prepare for the future educational needs of the entire Texas population. Enrollment data allow the
computation of many vital statistics about the Texas public education system, such as student/teacher ra-
tios and the percentages of students passing the TAKS (Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills) test.

Since 1994, accountability ratings for Texas public schools and districts have been based on a set of
legislatively-mandated indicators that draw from enrollment data collected by the TEA. Texas law pro-
vides that “Performance on the indicators adopted...must be based on information that is disaggregated
by race, ethnicity, gender and socioeconomic status....” (Texas Education Code [TEC], §39.051, 2004).
As a result, performance is reported by total student population and by student group categories, such as
ethnicity and economically disadvantaged status.

Data on annual School Report Cards, which are provided to students’ families, also must be reported
by student group (TEC, §39.052, 2004). In addition, the Comprehensive Annual Report on Texas Public
Schools must provide to the legislature “a summary compilation of overall student performance on aca-

demic skills assessment instruments. ..disaggregated by race, ethnicity, gender, and socioeconomic status”
(TEC, §39.182, 2004).

Enrollment data also are required by federal education legislation. For example, the No Child Left
Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001 (2002) obliges states to submit data for all students by the following catego-
ries: “economically disadvantaged students; students from major racial and ethnic groups; students with
disabilities; and students with limited English proficiency” (pp. 1446-1447). Likewise, NCLB requires
state report cards to be submitted annually with “information, in the aggregate, on student achieve-
ment...disaggregated by race, ethnicity, gender, disability status, migrant status, English proficiency, and
status as economically disadvantaged” (p. 1457).

In 2003-04, a broad range of information was collected through PEIMS on over 1,200 school districts
and open-enrollment charters; over 8,000 schools; over 290,000 teachers; and over four million students.
Texas public school students are served in markedly diverse school settings. District areas range from
about five square miles to nearly five thousand square miles. In 2003-04, only 10 students attended school
in the Divide Independent School District. In contrast, over 210,000 students received instruction at 300
school sites in the Houston Independent School District.

Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04 1



Data for state-administered school districts are not included in this report. State-administered districts
are created by legislative act and funded and administered by state government agencies, such as the
Texas Youth Commission and the Texas Department of Mental Health and Mental Retardation.

This report is the latest in a series of reports on enrollment trends in Texas public schools (TEA,
1998, 2001, 2003a) and continues to provide an overview of Texas enrollment trends, including diversity
of the student population by grade, district type, and education service center region (Table 1). Historical
data on Texas public school enrollment are included with discussion of changes over time.

2 Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04



Table 1

Enrollment by Ethnicity, Socioeconomic Status, English Proficiency, Gender, Grade, Instructional
Program, District Type, and Education Service Center, Texas Public Schools, 2002-03 and 2003-04

Enroliment Enrollment

Group 2002-03 2003-04 Group 2002-03 2003-04
All students 4,255,821 4,328,028 Instructional programs

Bilingual or English as a second language 572,186 606,539
Ethnicity Career and technology 407,905 435,403
African American 608,045 616,050 Gifted and talented 332,623 335,844
Asian/Pacific Islander 122,485 127,092 Special education 500,979 509,401
Hispanic 1,818,531 1,894,108 Title | 2,298,536 2,482,395
Native American 13,162 13,791
White 1,693,598 1,676,987 District type

Major urban 888,575 888,757
Socioeconomic status Major suburban 1,302,823 1,345,980
Economically disadvantaged 2,203,961 2,281,195 Other central city 668,917 682,705

Other central city suburban 499,883 514,710
English proficiency Independent town 287,638 293,998
Limited English proficient 630,345 660,707 Non-metropolitan: Fast growing 47,797 45,082

Non-metropolitan: Stable 370,079 360,507
Gender Rural 136,121 135,456
Female 2,068,911 2,104,064 Charter 53,988 60,833
Male 2,186,910 2,223,964

Education service center
Grade Region 1 - Edinburg 329,751 341,813
Early education 26,242 27,571 Region 2 - Corpus Christi 107,324 107,202
Prekindergarten 157,498 166,579 Region 3 - Victoria 55,207 54,989
Kindergarten 315,297 323,502 Region 4 - Houston 928,460 947,443
Grade 1 329,791 338,727 Region 5 - Beaumont 85,157 84,724
Grade 2 320,627 325,943 Region 6 - Huntsville 142,717 145,813
Grade 3 321,452 323,373 Region 7 - Kilgore 160,218 161,025
Grade 4 321,616 321,788 Region 8 - Mt. Pleasant 56,054 56,278
Grade 5 322,152 324,046 Region 9 - Wichita Falls 40,448 40,125
Grade 6 323,070 327,093 Region 10 - Richardson 637,734 650,097
Grade 7 325,150 329,560 Region 11 - Fort Worth 447,306 457,200
Grade 8 316,731 324,316 Region 12 - Waco 138,563 140,480
Grade 9 372,396 375,358 Region 13 - Austin 289,678 297,490
Grade 10 299,577 309,187 Region 14 - Abilene 45,934 45,157
Grade 11 265,523 267,682 Region 15 - San Angelo 49,420 49,354
Grade 12 238,699 243,303 Region 16 - Amarillo 77,783 77,821

Region 17 - Lubbock 79,066 78,457

Region 18 - Midland 76,368 75,467

Region 19 - El Paso 163,601 166,302

Region 20 - San Antonio 345,032 350,791
Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04 3



Statewide Enroliment

For the 12-year period from 2001-2013, the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) projects
a 4-percent increase nationally in public primary and secondary school enrollment. “The projected
changes in enrollment reflect factors such as internal migration, legal and illegal immigration, the rela-
tively high level of births in the 1990s, and resultant changes in the population, rather than changes in
attendance rates” (NCES, 2003c, p. 1). Different regions of the U.S. will experience different rates of
growth (NCES, 2003c). Among the states, Texas is expected to experience the 10th largest increase in
public school enrollment, at 11.2 percent. The increase in Texas is attributable to a higher than average
birthrate and population migration to southern and western states (NCES, 2003¢; Sutton & Mathews,
2004).

Between 1987-88 and 2003-04, the public schools served an increasingly diverse population of stu-
dents. The rapid growth of the Hispanic population, in particular, brought greater linguistic and cultural
diversity to the state. In 2001, the Texas State Data Center and Office of the State Demographer
(TSDC/OSD) predicted Hispanics would become the largest ethnic group in the state by the year 2020
(TSDC/OSD, 2001). Hispanic student enrollment surpassed White enrollment in the public schools in
2001-02.

Increasing numbers and percentages of students met the state criteria of economic disadvantage. Un-
der Texas Education Agency (TEA) guidelines, students were identified as economically disadvantaged if
their parents or guardians documented their eligibility for free or reduced-price meals under the National
School Lunch and Child Nutrition Program or if their families had other economic disadvantages, such as
annual incomes at or below the federal poverty guidelines, eligibility for public assistance, and eligibility
for food stamps (TEA, 2003b).

4 Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04



e Statewide enrollment during the 1987-88 school year was 3,224,916 students. By 2003-04, enroll-

ment had risen to 4,328,028 students (Table 2).

e During the 17-year period between 1987-88 and 2003-04, total enrollment increased by 1,103,112

students, or by 34.2 percent (Table 3).

e Each year, on average, statewide enrollment increased by 2.1 percent.

Table 2

Statewide Enroliment, Texas Public Schools,

1987-88 Through 2003-04

Year Number Year Number
1987-88 3,224,916 1996-97 3,837,096
1988-89 3,271,509 1997-98 3,900,488
1989-90 3,316,785 1998-99 3,954,434
1990-91 3,378,318 1999-00 4,002,227
1991-92 3,460,378 2000-01 4,071,433
1992-93 3,541,771 2001-02 4,160,968
1993-94 3,672,198 2002-03 4,255,821
1994-95 3,730,544 2003-04 4,328,028

1995-96 3,799,032

Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04

Table 3
Change in Statewide Enroliment, Texas
Public Schools

Period Number Percent
Ten-year change,
1994-95 to 2003-04 597,484 16.0

Seventeen-year change,
1987-88 to 2003-04 1,103,112 34.2




Enrollment
by Ethnicity

e Between the 1994-95 and 2003-04 school years, enrollment increased for all ethnic groups except
Whites. Enrollment for White students declined by 4.2 percent (Table 4).

o Enrollment of Native American students had the largest percentage increase, rising 52.5 percent dur-
ing the 10-year time period. Asian/Pacific Islander enrollment increased by 49.6 percent.

e Hispanic enrollment had the largest numerical increase, rising by 546,495 students (or 40.6%) over
the decade (Figure 1). In 2003-04, Hispanic students (43.8%) were the largest enrolled ethnic group
in the state, followed by White students (38.7%).

e African American enrollment decreased slightly from 14.4 percent of total enrollment to 14.2 percent
during this time.

Figure 1
Enrollment by Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through 2003-04
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Table 4

Enroliment by Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through 2003-04

Asian/

African American Pacific Islander Hispanic Native American White

Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 538,742 14.4 84,933 2.3 1,347,613 36.1 9,043 0.2 1,750,213 46.9
1995-96 546,861 14.4 88,264 2.3 1,397,109 36.8 9,832 0.3 1,756,966 46.2
1996-97 549,667 14.3 91,051 24 1,435,521 374 9,927 0.3 1,750,930 456
1997-98 560,405 14.4 95,136 24 1,478,984 379 10,578 0.3 1,755,385 45.0
1998-99 568,757 14.4 100,143 25 1,526,713 38.6 11,925 0.3 1,746,896 442
1999-00 576,977 14.4 103,686 2.6 1,582,538 39.5 11,293 0.3 1,727,733 43.2
2000-01 586,712 14.4 108,605 2.7 1,650,560 40.5 12,120 0.3 1,713,436 421
2001-02 596,962 14.3 116,222 2.8 1,734,388 41.7 12,774 0.3 1,700,622 40.9
2002-03 608,045 14.3 122,485 29 1,818,531 42.7 13,162 0.3 1,693,598 39.8
2003-04 616,050 14.2 127,092 2.9 1,894,108 43.8 13,791 0.3 1,676,987 38.7
Ten-year

change 77,308 14.3 42,159 49.6 546,495 40.6 4,748 52.5 -73,226 4.2

Note. Parts may not add to 100 percent because of rounding.

Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04



Enrollment
by Economically Disadvantaged Status

e During the 1994-95 school year, there were 1,700,709 economically disadvantaged students—
46.3 percent of all students. By 2003-04, the number of economically disadvantaged students had
risen to 2,281,195, or 52.7 percent of all students (Figure 2).

e During the 10-year period between 1994-95 and 2003-04, the number of economically disadvantaged
students rose by 580,486 (Table 5). The 34.1 percent increase exceeded the 16.0 percent increase in
the public school population as a whole.

e Between 1994-95 and 2003-04, students eligible for reduced-price meals increased from 5.8 percent
to 7.4 percent of all students, and students eligible for free meals decreased slightly from 39.4 percent
to 39.3 percent. Students identified as economically disadvantaged for reasons other than eligibility
for free or reduced-priced meal increased from 1.1 percent to 6.0 percent.

Figure 2
Enroliment of Economically Disadvantaged Students, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through
2003-04
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Table 5

Enroliment of Economically Disadvantaged Students, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through
2003-04

Year Number Percent Year Number Percent
1994-95 1,700,709 46.3 2000-01 2,003,121 49.2
1995-96 1,754,401 46.8 2001-02 2,096,365 50.4
1996-97 1,842,254 48.0 2002-03 2,203,961 51.8
1997-98 1,888,160 484 2003-04 2,281,195 52.7
1998-99 1,915,481 484

1999-00 1,956,000 489 Ten-year change 580,486 341

8 Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04



Enrollment
by Gender

e In 2003-04, 48.6 percent of all students were female, and 51.4 percent of students were male
(Table 6).

Table 6
Enrollment by Gender, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through
2003-04
Female Male

Year Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 1,811,735 48.6 1,918,809 514
1995-96 1,845,829 48.6 1,953,203 514
1996-97 1,865,526 48.6 1,971,570 514
1997-98 1,896,732 48.6 2,003,756 514
1998-99 1,923,501 48.6 2,030,933 51.4
1999-00 1,946,962 48.6 2,055,265 514
2000-01 1,980,770 48.7 2,090,663 513
2001-02 2,024,317 48.7 2,136,651 51.3
2002-03 2,068,911 48.6 2,186,910 514
2003-04 2,104,064 48.6 2,223,964 514
Ten-year change 292,329 16.1 305,155 15.9
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Enrollment by Grade

Children in Texas are required to attend school beginning at age six (Texas Education Code §25.085,
2004). All children who are five years old on or before September 1 are eligible, but not required, to at-
tend kindergarten. With few exceptions, children must attend school until they reach the age of 18.

Student learning during the early education and prekindergarten years is linked to future academic ac-
complishments, particularly for children identified as limited English proficient, disabled, and/or eco-
nomically disadvantaged. In early education and prekindergarten programs, children develop skills
necessary for success in the regular public school curriculum in the areas of language, mathematics, and
social skills. Early education in Texas is a diverse set of programs designed for children who meet certain
eligibility criteria. For example, Early Childhood Intervention is a coordinated system of services for
children, birth to age three, with disabilities or developmental delays; and Even Start is a family literacy
program for children from birth through age seven and a parent or guardian who will benefit from literacy
education. Prekindergarten is available for children who are unable to speak and comprehend the English
language, are educationally disadvantaged, or are homeless (Texas Education Agency [TEA], 2002).

Enrollment trends in the elementary grades are affected by a variety of factors, including funding for
early childhood and kindergarten programs, migration into the state, and grade-level retention rates in
the primary grades. Enrollment trends in the secondary school grades are also affected by grade-level
retention rates, as well as early graduation, transfer into General Educational Development (GED) pro-
grams, and dropout rates. Decisions on private and home schooling affect all grade levels.

The change in Texas public school student enrollment between school years 2002-03 and 2003-04
was marked by an increase in the number of students in all grades, with total enrollment increasing
1.7 percent (Table 7). Enrollment as a percentage of the total student population increased for Grades 1,
8, and 10 and decreased for Grades 3, 4, 5, and 9. Enrollment in early education and prekindergarten in-
creased by 5.1 and 5.8 percent, respectively, while enrollment in Grades K-12 increased only 1.5 percent.

10 Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04



e During both the 2002-03 and 2003-04 school years, Grade 9 had the highest enrollment (Figure 3),
in part because of high grade-level retention in Grade 9 compared to other grades (TEA, 2004). In
2003-04, over 375,000 students were enrolled in this grade.

e In 2003-04, grade-level enrollment ranged from a low of 5.6 percent (Grade 12) to a high of 8.7 per-
cent (Grade 9) of total enrollment in Grades K-12 (Table 7). The remaining grades ranged from 6.2
percent (Grade 11) to 7.8 percent (Grade 1) of total enrollment.

e In 2003-04, enrollment in early education accounted for 0.6 percent (27,571 students) of total enroll-
ment, and prekindergarten accounted for 3.8 percent (166,579 students).

Figure 3
Enroliment by Grade, Texas Public Schools, 2002-03 and 2003-04
400,000 -
350,000
_ 300,000 4
3
£ 250,000 -
=
Z
= 200,000 4
[
£
° 150,000 -
£
w
100,000 -
50,000 4
0 4 =
EE PK K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Grade

M 2002-03 [012003-04

Note. EE=Early Education. PK=Prekindergarten.

Table 7
Enroliment by Grade, Texas Public Schools, 2002-03 and 2003-04

2002-03 2003-04 2002-03 2003-04
Grade Number Percent Number Percent Grade Number Percent Number Percent
Early Education 26,242 0.6 27,571 0.6 6 323,070 7.6 327,093 7.6
Prekindergarten 157,498 37 166,579 38 7 325,150 7.6 329,560 7.6
Kindergarten 315,297 74 323,502 75 8 316,731 74 324,316 75
1 329,791 7.7 338,727 7.8 9 372,396 8.8 375,358 8.7
2 320,627 75 325,943 75 10 299,577 7.0 309,187 7.1
3 321,452 7.6 323,373 7.5 11 265,523 6.2 267,682 6.2
4 321,616 76 321,788 74 12 238,699 5.6 243,303 5.6
5 322,152 7.6 324,046 7.5

All grades 4,255,821 100.0 4,328,028 100.0

Note. Parts may not add to 100 percent because of rounding.
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Enroliment
by Grade and Ethnicity

By grade level, the proportion of enrollment accounted for by White students generally increased
from kindergarten to Grade 12, whereas the proportion accounted for by Hispanic students generally
decreased (Figure 4 and Table 8). This is, in part, a reflection of the overall Hispanic and White popu-
lation trends in Texas: increasingly, there are more young, school-age Hispanic children than White
children.

The proportions of grade-level enrollment accounted for by African American, Asian/Pacific Islander,
and Native American students were relatively stable across Grades 1-12 in 2003-04. During the
school year, there were greater variations in enrollment by grade for Hispanic and White students.

Consistent with the growth of the Texas Hispanic student population overall and the requirements of
targeted early education programs, Hispanic enrollment increased most notably in these programs.
Hispanics made up 41.9 percent of the early education enrollment during the 2002-03 school year, in-
creasing to 44.9 percent during 2003-04. In contrast, the White proportion of early education enroll-
ment decreased between these two school years, from 44.5 percent to 41.3 percent.

In Grades 10, 11 and 12, Asian/Pacific Islander and White students increased as a proportion of the
student body and African American and Hispanic students decreased.

Figure 4
Enrollment by Grade and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 2003-04
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Table 8
Enroliment by Grade and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 2002-03 and 2003-04

Asian/Pacific

African American Islander Hispanic Native American White
Grade Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
2002-03
Early Education 2,921 11.1 584 2.2 10,983 419 72 0.3 11,682 445
Prekindergarten 26,102 16.6 4,760 3.0 99,160 63.0 389 0.2 27,087 17.2
Kindergarten 41,804 13.3 9,259 29 148,696  47.2 1,095 0.3 114,443 36.3
1 44,503 13.5 9,585 2.9 153,409  46.5 1,079 0.3 121,215 36.8
2 44,488 13.9 9,158 2.9 146,106  45.6 1,134 04 119,741 373
3 46,237 14.4 9,117 2.8 143,637 447 982 0.3 121,479 37.8
4 46,925 14.6 9,000 2.8 140,253  43.6 1,005 0.3 124,433 38.7
5 46,639 14.5 8,865 2.8 137,201 426 1,007 0.3 128,440 39.9
6 47,446 14.7 8,647 2.7 135,035 418 1,014 0.3 130,928 405
7 47,428 14.6 8,784 2.7 132,353  40.7 1,093 0.3 135492 417
8 46,046 14.5 9,042 2.9 126,042 39.8 957 0.3 134,644 425
9 55,805 15.0 9,961 2.7 156,607 421 1,088 0.3 148,935  40.0
10 43,491 14.5 8,966 3.0 114,010 38.1 840 0.3 132,270 442
11 36,405 13.7 8,594 3.2 94,084 35.4 731 0.3 125,709 473
12 31,805 13.3 8,163 34 80,955 33.9 676 0.3 117,100 4941
All grades 608,045 14.3 122,485 29 1,818,531 42.7 13,162 0.3 1,693,598 39.8
2003-04
Early Education 3,088 11.2 627 2.3 12,387 449 85 0.3 11,384 413
Prekindergarten 28,160 16.9 5,040 3.0 105,259 63.2 391 0.2 27,729 16.6
Kindergarten 42,623 13.2 9,320 29 154,955 479 1,097 0.3 115,507 35.7
1 45,925 13.6 10,184 3.0 160,635 474 1,157 0.3 120,826 35.7
2 43,997 13.5 9,860 3.0 151,556  46.5 1,099 0.3 119,431 36.6
3 45,104 13.9 9,495 2.9 147,811 457 1,119 0.3 119,844 371
4 45,879 14.3 9,346 2.9 143,754 447 978 0.3 121,831 379
5 47,040 14.5 9,312 2.9 141,762  43.7 1,071 0.3 124,861 38.5
6 47,606 14.6 9,096 2.8 140,344 429 1,043 0.3 129,004 394
7 48,258 14.6 8,946 2.7 138,967 422 1,079 0.3 132,310 4041
8 46,843 14.4 9,029 2.8 132,598  40.9 1,094 0.3 134,752 415
9 56,551 15.1 10,084 2.7 160,046  42.6 1,170 0.3 147,507 39.3
10 44,634 14.4 9,712 3.1 121,061 39.2 918 0.3 132,862  43.0
11 37,561 14.0 8,657 3.2 97,911 36.6 782 0.3 122,771 459
12 32,781 13.5 8,384 34 85,062 35.0 708 0.3 116,368  47.8
All grades 616,050 14.2 127,092 29 1,894,108 4338 13,791 0.3 1,676,987 38.7

Note. Parts may not add to 100 percent because of rounding.
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Enrollment
by Grade and Economically Disadvantaged Status

e The overall percentage of students designated as economically disadvantaged increased from
51.8 percent to 52.7 percent, between the 2002-03 and 2003-04 school years (Table 9).

e Across grade levels, the percentage of students who are economically disadvantaged decreased be-
tween Grade 1 and Grade 12. In 2003-04, 59.4 percent of students in Grade 1 were economically dis-
advantaged, compared to 33.1 percent of students in Grade 12 (Figure 5).

o The largest percentage of economically disadvantaged students, by far, was found in prekindergarten,

a program designed to serve the educational needs of low-income children and/or children learning to
speak English.

Elr?rlc‘)rlfr:ent of Economically Disadvantaged Students by Grade, Texas Public Schools, 2003-04
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Table 9
Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by Grade,
Texas Public Schools, 2002-03 and 2003-04

2002-03 2003-04
Grade Number Percent Number Percent
Early Education 8,468 32.3 9,461 34.3
Prekindergarten 139,331 88.5 147 444 88.5
Kindergarten 183,548 58.2 189,660 58.6
1 193,822 58.8 201,130 59.4
2 185,911 58.0 189,581 58.2
3 184,474 574 186,763 57.8
4 181,971 56.6 182,535 56.7
5 178,015 55.3 181,468 56.0
6 172,893 53.5 177,950 54.4
7 164,711 50.7 171,626 52.1
8 152,414 48.1 159,247 49.1
9 172,002 46.2 177,255 47.2
10 119,078 39.7 127,975 414
11 92,600 34.9 98,450 36.8
12 74,723 313 80,650 33.1
All grades 2,203,961 51.8 2,281,195 52.7
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Enrollment for Instructional Programs and Special
Populations

Students participate in instructional programs designed to meet their educational needs. For example,
students identified as limited English proficient (LEP) do not speak English as their primary language and
have a limited ability to read, speak, write, or understand English. Students identified as LEP may partici-
pate in bilingual or English as a second language (ESL) programs. Students in Grades 6-12 can participate
in career and technology courses that prepare them for the dual roles of family member and wage earner,
and help them gain employment in high-skilled, high-wage jobs and/or advance to postsecondary educa-
tion. Gifted and talented programs offer eligible students a continuum of learning experiences that leads
to advanced accomplishments. Special education offers instructional and related services for eligible stu-
dents with cognitive, physical, and/or emotional disabilities. Title I is the largest federal aid program for
elementary and secondary schools. The goal of Title I is to improve teaching and learning for at-risk stu-
dents attending schools with high percentages of economically disadvantaged students. Students counted
as Title I students may be participating in Title I-funded programs, or they may be enrolled in campuses
that receive school-wide Title I assistance.

Enrollment for instructional programs and special populations in Texas public schools varied greatly
between school years 1994-95 and 2003-04; enrollment remained stable in some areas and expanded
greatly in others. During this 10-year time period, there were particularly large gains in the proportion of
students participating in career and technology programs and the Title I program (Figure 6). By 2003-04,
the number of students participating in career and technology education was 435,403, and Title I served
almost 2.5 million students—over 55 percent of public school enrollment (Table 10).
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e Between school years 1994-95 and 2003-04, career and technology programs in the public schools
experienced particularly large gains in enrollment. The number of students taking a sequence of ca-
reer and technology courses rose 240.8 percent over the 10-year period (Table 10).

e The number of students participating in Title I programs also increased greatly, rising by 203.5 per-
cent between 1994-95 and 2003-04.

e The percentage of students served in special education programs remained relatively constant over the
10 years, with a low of 11.2 percent served in 1994-95 and a high of 12.2 percent served in the
1998-99 and 1999-00 school years.

e Participation in gifted and talented programs ranged from 7.5 percent to 8.4 percent during this
10-year time period.

e The number of students identified as LEP grew by 45.1 percent between 1994-95 and 2003-04, and
the number of students receiving bilingual or ESL instructional services increased 52.6 percent.

Figure 6
Enrollment in Instructional Programs, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through 2003-04
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Table 10
Enrollment for Instructional Programs and Special Populations,
Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through 2003-04

Career Gifted
Bilingual/ESL® and technology® and talented
Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 397,557 10.8 127,744 7.0 277,293 7.5
1995-96 422,670 11.3 170,944 9.2 291,311 7.8
1996-97 447,427 11.7 194,562 10.2 301,330 7.9
1997-98 462,479 11.9 217,233 11.1 313,142 8.0
1998-99 479,069 12.1 249,931 12.6 330,120 8.3
1999-00 498,275 12.4 283,003 141 336,562 8.4
2000-01 509,968 12.5 336,203 16.5 342,864 84
2001-02 542,804 13.0 356,960 171 339,342 8.2
2002-03 572,186 13.4 407,905 19.1 332,623 7.8
2003-04 606,539 14.0 435,403 20.0 335,844 7.8
Ten-year change 208,982 52.6 307,659 240.8 58,551 21.1
LEP® Special education Title I°
Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 455,331 12.4 412,634 11.2 818,003 222
1995-96 479,576 12.8 434,101 11.6 1,270,742 339
1996-97 514,263 13.4 451,382 11.8 1,634,071 426
1997-98 519,921 13.3 472,627 12.1 1,791,278 459
1998-99 533,805 13.5 483,637 12.2 1,899,539 48.0
1999-00 555,470 13.9 490,220 12.2 2,012,700 50.3
2000-01 570,603 14.0 492,391 12.1 2,072,872 50.9
2001-02 601,448 14.5 493,771 11.9 2,139,229 514
2002-03 630,345 14.8 500,979 11.8 2,298,536 54.0
2003-04 660,707 15.3 509,401 11.8 2,482,395 574
Ten-year change 205,376 451 96,767 235 1,664,392 203.5

Note. Students may be counted in more than one category.

®English as a second language. ®Career and technology courses enroll Grades 6-12 only. ‘Limited English
proficient. Title | was Chapter 1 prior to 1995-96.
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Enrollment
for Instructional Programs and Special Populations by Ethnicity

e Between school years 2002-03 and 2003-04, there were no significant changes in the distribution of
students by ethnicity for instructional programs and special populations (Table 11). Trend analysis of
program participation shows cases of under- and overrepresentation of ethnic groups in certain areas,
compared to their percentages of the total student population.

e In 2003-04, African American students accounted for 14.2 percent of the total student population. In
contrast, African Americans made up 17.7 percent of the special education population and 8.6 percent
of students enrolled in gifted and talented programs (Figure 7).

o The percentage of Asian/Pacific Islanders in special education programs in 2003-04 (1.1%) was lower
than expected and their percentage of the gifted and talented program enrollment (5.9%) was higher
than expected, given their proportion of the total student population (2.9%).

e In 2003-04, Hispanic students were 43.8 percent of the total public school population. The percentage
of students participating in gifted and talented programs who were Hispanic was 30.1 percent, while
Hispanic representation in Title I was 59.2 percent.

e Given their percentage of the total student population (38.7%), the representation of White students in
gifted and talented programs (55.1 %) was higher than expected, and their proportion of Title I pro-
gram enrollment (23.6%) was lower than expected.

Figure 7
Enrollment in Instructional Programs by Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 2003-04
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Table 11
Enrollment for Instructional Programs and Special Populations by Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools,

2002-03 and 2003-04
Career Gifted
Bilingual/ESL® and technology” and talented LEP®
Ethnicity Number Percent Number  Percent Number  Percent Number  Percent
2002-03
African American 4,046 0.7 50,979 12.5 28,382 8.5 4,576 0.7
Asian/Pacific Islander 26,455 46 10,935 2.7 18,639 5.6 29,939 4.7
Hispanic 533,017 93.2 167,042 41.0 95,907 28.8 585,965 93.0
Native American 435 0.1 1,150 0.3 925 0.3 513 0.1
White 8,233 14 177,799 436 188,770 56.8 9,352 15
2003-04
African American 4,316 0.7 52,505 121 28,768 8.6 4,949 0.7
Asian/Pacific Islander 27,011 45 11,037 25 19,827 5.9 30,734 4.7
Hispanic 566,912 93.5 183,116 421 101,180 30.1 615,393 93.1
Native American 404 0.1 1,269 0.3 964 0.3 487 0.1
White 7,896 1.3 187,476 431 185,105 55.1 9,144 1.4
Special education Title | State
Ethnicity Number Percent Number  Percent Number  Percent
2002-03
African American 88,798 17.7 350,374 15.2 608,045 14.3
Asian/Pacific Islander 5,536 1.1 29,979 1.3 122,485 2.9
Hispanic 194,889 38.9 1,357,314 59.1 1,818,531 42.7
Native American 1,871 0.4 6,053 0.3 13,162 0.3
White 209,885 419 554,816 241 1,693,598 39.8
2003-04
African American 90,193 17.7 387,143 15.6 616,050 14.2
Asian/Pacific Islander 5,850 1.1 34,578 14 127,092 29
Hispanic 203,503 39.9 1,469,250 59.2 1,894,108 438
Native American 1,984 04 6,540 0.3 13,791 0.3
White 207,871 40.8 584,884 23.6 1,676,987 387

Note. Students may be counted in more than one category. Parts may not add to 100 percent because of rounding.

®English as a second language. ®Career and technology courses enroll Grades 6-12 only. “Limited English proficient.
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Enrollment

for Instructional Programs and Special Populations by Economically
Disadvantaged Status

e The proportions of program participants and special populations who were economically disadvan-
taged varied little between the 2002-03 and 2003-04 school years (Table 12).

¢ Economically disadvantaged students made up 52.7 percent of all students in 2003-04 and 59.2 per-
cent of special education students (Figure 8).

o The percentages of students who were economically disadvantaged varied considerably across other
instructional programs. Gifted and talented programs had the lowest percentage of economically dis-
advantaged students (30.0%), followed by career and technology courses (43.0%).

e In bilingual and ESL programs, 88.0 percent of students were economically disadvantaged, which
closely matched the percentage of LEP students identified as economically disadvantaged (87.2%).

Figure 8

Enroliment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by Instructional Program, Texas Public
Schools, 2003-04
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Table 12

Enroliment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by Instructional
Program and Special Population, Texas Public Schools, 2002-03 and

2003-04
Career Gifted
Bilingual/ESL® and technology® and talented
Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
2002-03 502,573 87.8 167,845 411 95,562 28.7
2003-04 533,592 88.0 187,305 43.0 100,630 30.0
LEP® Special education Title |

Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
2002-03 549,569 87.2 291,384 58.2 1,653,792 719
2003-04 576,424 87.2 301,378 59.2 1,785,933 719

Note. Students may be counted in more than one category.

®English as a second language. ®Career and technology courses enroll Grades 6-12 only. “Limited English

proficient.
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Enrollment
for Instructional Programs and Special Populations by Gender

e There were no major changes in enrollment by gender for instructional programs or special popula-
tions between the 2002-03 and 2003-04 school years (Table 13).

e Special education programs showed the greatest disparity between female and male participation
(Figure 9). In 2003-04, the percentage of females in the special education population (33.2%) was
lower than their percentage in the total student population (48.6%). Conversely, the percentage of
special education students who were male (66.8%) was higher than the percentage of males in the to-
tal population (51.4%).

e Females were somewhat overrepresented in gifted and talented programs (51.9%), while males were
underrepresented (48.1%).

Figure 9
Enroliment in Instructional Programs by Gender, Texas Public Schools, 2003-04
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Table 13

Enrollment for Instructional Programs and Special Populations by

Gender, Texas Public Schools, 2002-03 and 2003-04

Bilingual/ESL®

Career
and technology®

Gifted
and talented

Gender Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
2002-03

Female 272,583 476 196,177 481 172,777 519

Male 299,603 52.4 211,728 51.9 159,846 48.1
2003-04

Female 288,942 476 209,078 48.0 174,139 519

Male 317,597 52.4 226,325 52.0 161,705 481

LEP® Special education Title |

Gender Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
2002-03

Female 298,211 473 166,523 332 1,114,582 48.5

Male 332,134 52.7 334,456 66.8 1,183,954 515
2003-04

Female 312,661 473 169,056 33.2 1,205,742 48.6

Male 348,046 52.7 340,345 66.8 1,276,653 514

Note. Students may be counted in more than one category.

®English as a second language. ®Career and technology courses enroll Grades 6-12 only. ‘Limited English

proficient.
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Enrollment by District Type

Texas school districts are classified into nine types based on community features: major urban; major
suburban; other central city; other central city suburban; independent town; non-metropolitan: fast grow-
ing; non-metropolitan: stable; rural; and charter school district. District types are based on overall size,
rate of growth, student economic status, and proximity to urban areas, with open-enrollment charter
school districts forming a separate category (see Appendix A on page 46). Large, urban school districts
serve the six metropolitan areas of Austin, Dallas, El Paso, Fort Worth, Houston, and San Antonio. At the
other extreme, more than 400 districts serve students in rural areas.

Analyses in this section are based on 10 years of district type data. As with the overall Texas popula-
tion during this time period, there were changes in student population in certain geographic areas of the
state. There was a gradual population shift away from the rural, less densely populated areas of the state,
to more concentrated, urban and suburban population centers. Most remarkable was the 51.8 percent en-
rollment growth in the other central city suburban district category, that is, school districts in and around
the other large, but not major, Texas cities. This increase was over three times the 16.0 percent increase in
total public school enrollment in the state (Figure 10).

26 Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04



e Between 1994-95 and 2003-04, three district types experienced particularly high gains in student
population. Enrollment in other central city suburban districts increased 51.8 percent, other central
city district enrollment grew 38.5 percent, and the student population in major suburban districts in-
creased 27.0 percent (Table 14). Districts in non-metropolitan fast-growing towns, independent
towns, and rural areas reported the highest losses over the last 10 years, declining in enrollment by
54.1 percent, 19.7 percent, and 19.5 percent, respectively.

e Texas school districts with high population concentrations and high growth rates (major urban, major
suburban, other central city, and other central city suburban) accounted for 79.3 percent of total stu-
dent enrollment in school year 2003-04, increasing from 71.7 percent in 1994-95 (Figure 10). Most
charters, serving 1.4 percent of Texas public school students, are in urban areas. This growth contrasts
with the enrollment decrease experienced by districts with low population concentrations (independ-
ent town, non-metropolitan: fast growing, non-metropolitan: stable, and rural). Districts with low
population densities accounted for 28.3 percent of total enrollment in 1994-95 and decreased in en-
rollment by 9.0 percentage points to 19.3 percent in 2003-04.

e Public school students being served in rural areas decreased from 4.5 percent to 3.1 percent over the
last 10 years. Districts in rural areas account for one-third (34%) of Texas public school districts.

Figure 10
Change in Enrollment by District Type, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 to 2003-04
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Table 14

Enroliment by District Type, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through 2003-04

Other central city

Major urban Major suburban Other central city suburban Independent town
Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 782,440 21.0 1,059,584 28.4 493,002 13.2 339,154 9.1 366,273 9.8
1995-96 749,207 19.7 1,076,531 28.3 602,547 15.9 352,707 9.3 338,532 8.9
1996-97 794,622 20.7 1,057,422 27.6 623,361 16.2 357,086 9.3 330,298 8.6
1997-98 802,244 20.6 1,090,162 279 648,278 16.6 367,897 94 327,194 8.4
1998-99 806,911 20.4 1,119,066 28.3 667,479 16.9 360,035 9.1 329,303 8.3
1999-00 862,978 21.6 1,092,278 27.3 670,041 16.7 367,959 9.2 326,117 8.1
2000-01 868,221 21.3 1,133,727 27.8 678,129 16.7 369,560 9.1 327,498 8.0
2001-02 826,477 19.9 1,312,477 315 654,441 15.7 486,455 11.7 277,169 6.7
2002-03 888,575 20.9 1,302,823 30.6 668,917 15.7 499,883 11.7 287,638 6.8
2003-04 888,757 20.5 1,345,980 31.1 682,705 15.8 514,710 11.9 293,998 6.8
Ten-year
change 106,317 13.6 286,396 27.0 189,703 38.5 175,556 51.8 12,275 -19.7

Non-metro: Non-metro:

Fast growing Stable Rural Charter State
Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 98,113 2.6 423,730 114 168,248 45 n/a® n/a 3,730,544 100.0
1995-96 115,541 3.0 399,345 10.5 164,622 43 n/a n/a 3,799,032 100.0
1996-97 126,824 3.3 387,328 10.1 157,729 41 2,426 0.1 3,837,096 100.0
1997-98 115,275 3.0 378,994 9.7 166,583 43 3,861 0.1 3,900,488 100.0
1998-99 95,981 24 405,663 10.3 157,756 4.0 12,240 0.3 3,954,434 100.0
1999-00 97,128 24 425,451 10.6 134,567 34 25,708 0.6 4,002,227 100.0
2000-01 74,707 1.8 443,480 10.9 138,067 34 38,044 0.9 4,071,433 100.0
2001-02 56,542 14 366,020 8.8 134,337 3.2 47,050 1.1 4,160,968 100.0
2002-03 47,797 1.1 370,079 8.7 136,121 3.2 53,988 1.3 4,255,821 100.0
2003-04 45,082 1.0 360,507 8.3 135,456 31 60,833 14 4,328,028 100.0
Ten-year
change -53,031 -54.1 -63,223 -14.9 -32,792 -19.5 n/a n/a 597,484 16.0

®Data are not available. Charter schools started in the 1996-97 school year. As a result, a ten-year change is not computed for charter schools.
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Enrollment
by District Type and Ethnicity

e  Within major urban districts, the only student population decrease between the 1994-95 and 2003-04
school years occurred among African American students (8.5%) (Figure 11).

e Over the last 10 years, major suburban districts reported considerable increases in the numbers of Af-
rican American (52.0%), Asian/Pacific Islander (58.3%) and Hispanic (75.4%) students.

e In central city districts that are not in the large metropolitan areas, the number of Hispanic students
increased by 66.2 percent (Table 15).

e Rural districts experienced large reductions across all ethnic groups except Native American, with the
percentages of African American and White students decreasing the most over the 10 years (31.6%
and 24.4%, respectively).

Figure 11
Change in Enrollment by District Type and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 to 2003-04
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Table 15
Enrollment by District Type and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 and 2003-04

Other central city

Major urban Major suburban Other central city suburban Independent town

Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
African American

1994-95 196,656 25.1 136,750 12.9 67,760 13.7 28,788 8.5 45,846 12.5

2003-04 180,006 20.3 207,918 15.4 82,175 12.0 36,149 7.0 38,793 13.2

Ten-year change -16,650 -8.5 71,168 52.0 14,415 21.3 7,361 25.6 -7,053 -15.4
Asian/Pacific Islander

1994-95 14,342 1.8 52,981 5.0 8,182 1.7 3,659 1.1 2,661 0.7

2003-04 20,675 2.3 83,895 6.2 9,257 1.4 7,324 1.4 2,131 0.7

Ten-year change 6,333 44.2 30,914 58.3 1,075 13.1 3,665 100.2 -530 -19.9
Hispanic

1994-95 417,837 53.4 273,961 25.9 220,735 44.8 145,683 43.0 99,520 27.2

2003-04 532,290 59.9 480,541 35.7 366,803 53.7 210,693 40.9 103,974 354

Ten-year change 114,453 274 206,580 75.4 146,068 66.2 65,010 446 4,454 45
Native American

1994-95 1,692 0.2 3,151 0.3 849 0.2 772 0.2 869 0.2

2003-04 2,069 0.2 4,362 0.3 2,016 0.3 1,944 0.4 995 0.3

Ten-year change 377 22.3 1,211 38.4 1167 1375 1172 1518 126 14.5
White

1994-95 151,913 19.4 592,741 55.9 195,476 39.7 160,252 47.3 217,377 59.3

2003-04 153,717 17.3 569,264 42.3 222,454 32.6 258,600 50.2 148,105 50.4

Ten-year change 1,804 1.2 23,477 -4.0 26,978 13.8 98,348 61.4 69,272 -31.9

®Data not available. Charter schools started in the 1996-97 school year. As a result, a ten-year change is not computed for charter schools.
continues
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Table 15 (continued)
Enrollment by District Type and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 and 2003-04

Non-metro: Non-metro:
Fast growing Stable Rural Charter

Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
African American

1994-95 3,688 3.8 47,419 11.2 11,835 7.0 nfa® n/a

2003-04 1,784 4.0 37,434 10.4 8,097 6.0 23,694 38.9

Ten-year change -1,904 -51.6 -9,985 -21.1 -3,738 -31.6 n/a n/a
Asian/Pacific Islander

1994-95 557 0.6 2,174 05 377 0.2 n/a n/a

2003-04 442 1.0 2,145 0.6 347 0.3 876 14

Ten-year change -115 -20.6 -29 -1.3 -30 -8.0 n/a n/a
Hispanic

1994-95 22,319 22.7 128,226 30.3 39,332 234 n/a n/a

2003-04 11,256 25.0 125,278 34.8 38,347 28.3 24,926 41.0

Ten-year change -11,063 -49.6 -2,948 2.3 -985 -2.5 n/a n/a
Native American

1994-95 254 0.3 967 0.2 489 0.3 n/a n/a

2003-04 270 0.6 1,223 0.3 755 0.6 157 0.3

Ten-year change 16 6.3 256 26.5 266 54.4 n/a n/a
White

1994-95 71,295 727 244,944 57.8 116,215 69.1 n/a n/a

2003-04 31,330 69.5 194,427 53.9 87,910 64.9 11,180 184

Ten-year change -39,965 -56.1 -50,517 -20.6 -28,305 -24.4 n/a nla

®Data not available. Charter schools started in the 1996-97 school year. As a result, a ten-year change is not computed for charter
schools.
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Enrollment
by District Type and Economically Disadvantaged Status

The number of economically disadvantaged students in major urban districts increased from 61.8 per-
cent of the total student population in 1994-95 to 68.7 percent in 2003-04 (Table 16).

Major suburban districts reported the greatest gain in number and percentage of economically disad-
vantaged students, increasing from 32.1 percent of total student enrollment during 1994-95 to 39.7
percent in 2003-04 (Figure 12). This increase of 59.6 percent was nearly equaled by the 59.3 percent
increase experienced by other central city suburban districts.

Non-metropolitan: fast growing districts reported the largest overall percent decline (52.2%) in eco-
nomically disadvantaged students during the 10-year period.

Rural districts, districts in independent towns, and districts serving non-metropolitan stable areas also
reported overall declines in the number of economically disadvantaged students (9.3%, 5.1%, and
3.3% respectively). Nevertheless, the percentage of economically disadvantaged students in these dis-
tricts increased to over 50 percent beginning in the 2001-02 school year.

Figure 12
Change in Enroliment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by District Type, Texas Public

Schools, 1994-95 to 2003-04
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Table 16
Enrollment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by District Type, Texas Public Schools,
1994-95 Through 2003-04

Other central city

Major urban Major suburban Other central city suburban Independent town
Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 472,500 61.8 334,947 321 258,141 52.7 161,758 48.3 159,103 439
1995-96 473,094 64.4 346,625 327 302,304 50.6 173,834 499 148,465 443
1996-97 508,719 64.0 356,398 337 328,397 52.7 181,798 50.9 151,695 459
1997-98 523,690 65.3 370,618 34.0 341,886 52.7 183,649 499 153,764 47.0
1998-99 519,809 64.4 388,655 4.7 352,991 52.9 175,591 48.8 156,770 476
1999-00 546,848 63.4 386,852 354 361,362 53.9 178,381 485 154,937 475
2000-01 560,760 64.6 408,512 36.0 368,021 54.3 181,193 49.0 155,847 476
2001-02 561,469 67.9 476,870 36.3 380,757 58.2 237,022 48.7 138,583 50.0
2002-03 598,912 67.4 497,943 38.2 395,929 59.2 250,835 50.2 144,578 50.3
2003-04 610,635 68.7 534,625 39.7 407,243 59.7 257,671 50.1 151,048 514
Ten-year
change 138,135 29.2 199,678 59.6 149,102 57.8 95,913 59.3 -8,055 5.1

Non-metro: Non-metro:

Fast growing Stable Rural Charter
Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 36,086 37.3 199,640 475 78,534 471 nfa® n/a
1995-96 42,438 372 190,399 481 77,242 47.3 n/a n/a
1996-97 48,623 38.3 187,579 484 77,873 494 1,172 48.3
1997-98 44,037 382 187,032 49.3 81,930 49.2 1,554 40.2
1998-99 35,192 36.7 202,205 49.8 77,830 493 6,438 52.6
1999-00 34,857 35.9 212,010 49.8 67,347 50.0 13,406 52.1
2000-01 22,760 30.5 216,536 48.8 68,870 49.9 20,622 542
2001-02 18,022 319 188,539 51.5 68,013 50.6 27,090 57.6
2002-03 15,704 329 195,913 52.9 71,326 524 32,821 60.8
2003-04 17,265 38.3 193,114 53.6 71,264 52.6 38,330 63.0
Ten-year
change -18,821 -52.2 -6,526 -3.3 -7,270 -9.3 n/a n/a

®Data not available. Charter schools started in the 1996-97 school year. As a result, a ten-year change is not computed for charter
schools.
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Enroliment by Education Service Center

Regional Education Service Centers (ESCs) are non-regulatory, public institutions created and au-
thorized by the Texas Legislature, and their association with school districts is collaborative and suppor-
tive. Texas is divided into 20 service center regions, and each region has its own ESC. Some of the
primary goals of ESCs are to work with the Texas Education Agency and districts to improve student
achievement, help districts become more cost effective and efficient, and assist in the implementation of
new laws and regulations passed by the Texas Legislature and State Board of Education.

Eleven ESC regions experienced gains in student enrollment between the 1994-95 and 2003-04
school years, while the other nine saw declines (Figure 13). Four of the six regions experiencing increases
of 20 percent or more each include a major urban district (Austin, Dallas, Forth Worth, and Houston In-
dependent School Districts). The fifth high-growth region is ESC Region 1 (Edinburg), which includes a
number of immigrant communities along the southern border with Mexico. Region 6 (Huntsville), which
includes some of the rapidly expanding districts north of Houston, is the sixth high-growth region.
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e During the 1994-95 school year, ESC Region 4 (Houston) served the largest student population:
21.0 percent of the total state public school enrollment. In 2003-04, Region 4 continued to serve the
largest proportion of total state enrollment (21.9%) (Table 17).

e In1994-95, Region 9 (Wichita Falls) served the smallest population: 1.1 percent of the total state pub-
lic school enrollment. Region 9 remained the smallest in 2003-04, with 0.9 percent of total state en-
rollment.

e Region 13 (Austin) experienced the greatest gain between 1994-95 and 2003-04, increasing in student
population by 32.2 percent. Region 14 (Abilene) had the greatest loss, decreasing by 11.8 percent dur-
ing this time period.

Figure 13
Change in Enroliment by Education Service Center, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 to 2003-04
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Table 17
Enroliment by Education Service Center, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through 2003-04

1 - Edinburg 2 - Corpus Christi 3 - Victoria 4 - Houston 5 - Beaumont

Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 278,577 7.5 114,577 31 57,628 15 783,163 21.0 89,336 24
1995-96 281,426 74 114,318 3.0 58,018 15 797,663 21.0 88,820 2.3
1996-97 282,261 74 112,902 2.9 57,869 15 813,044 21.2 87,757 2.3
1997-98 285,029 7.3 112,357 2.9 57,900 15 830,338 21.3 87,719 2.2
1998-99 289,617 7.3 110,845 2.8 57,540 15 846,144 214 87,633 2.2
1999-00 295,103 74 109,486 2.7 56,797 1.4 861,594 215 86,769 2.2
2000-01 303,275 74 107,892 2.6 55,855 14 879,574 216 86,023 2.1
2001-02 315,910 7.6 107,864 26 55,310 1.3 903,257 21.7 85,769 21
2002-03 329,751 7.7 107,324 25 55,207 1.3 928,460 21.8 85,157 2.0
2003-04 341,813 7.9 107,202 25 54,989 1.3 947,443 219 84,724 2.0
Ten-year

change 63,236 227 -1,375 6.4 -2,639 -4.6 164,280 21.0 -4,612 5.2

6 - Huntsville 7 - Kilgore 8 - Mt. Pleasant 9 - Wichita Falls 10 - Richardson

Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 119,767 3.2 155,844 42 55,073 1.5 42,870 1.1 510,096 13.7
1995-96 123,024 3.2 157,404 4.1 55,323 15 42,855 1.1 525,676 13.8
1996-97 125,452 3.3 157,961 41 55,575 1.4 42,706 1.1 534,363 13.9
1997-98 128,718 33 159,214 4.1 55,894 1.4 42,485 1.1 550,573 14.1
1998-99 131,062 3.3 159,184 4.0 55,501 1.4 41,922 1.1 564,893 14.3
1999-00 133,333 33 157,726 3.9 55,357 1.4 41,528 1.0 579,472 14.5
2000-01 136,347 3.3 158,040 3.9 55,319 1.4 40,875 1.0 598,831 14.7
2001-02 139,093 33 158,670 38 55,274 1.3 40,836 1.0 619,787 14.9
2002-03 142,717 34 160,218 3.8 56,054 1.3 40,448 1.0 637,734 15.0
2003-04 145,813 34 161,025 37 56,278 1.3 40,125 0.9 650,097 15.0
Ten-year

change 26,046 217 5,181 33 1,205 2.2 2,745 6.4 140,001 274

Note. Parts may not add to 100 percent because of rounding.
continues
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Table 17 (continued)
Enrollment by Education Service Center, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 Through 2003-04

11 - Fort Worth 12 - Waco 13 - Austin 14 - Abilene 15 - San Angelo

Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 353,670 9.5 129,290 35 225,074 6.0 51,220 14 52,759 1.4
1995-96 362,959 9.6 131,409 35 235,482 6.2 51,194 1.3 53,667 14
1996-97 369,848 9.6 132,332 34 241,087 6.3 50,967 1.3 52,953 1.4
1997-98 381,348 9.8 133,161 34 248,423 6.4 50,563 1.3 52,883 14
1998-99 392,618 9.9 133,026 34 259,098 6.6 49,982 1.3 51,836 1.3
1999-00 402,764 10.1 134,410 34 264,791 6.6 48,921 1.2 51,417 1.3
2000-01 417,550 10.3 134,805 3.3 274,077 6.7 47,624 1.2 50,696 1.2
2001-02 431,800 10.4 136,498 3.3 281,011 6.8 46,464 1.1 49,935 1.2
2002-03 447,306 10.5 138,563 3.3 289,678 6.8 45,934 1.1 49,420 1.2
2003-04 457,200 10.6 140,480 3.2 297,490 6.9 45,157 1.0 49,354 1.1
Ten-year

change 103,530 29.3 11,190 8.7 72,416 32.2 6,063 -11.8 -3,405 6.5

16 - Amarillo 17 - Lubbock 18 - Midland 19 - El Paso 20 - San Antonio

Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 80,808 22 84,960 23 84,899 23 154,349 4.1 306,584 8.2
1995-96 82,016 22 84,495 22 84,919 22 156,541 4.1 311,823 8.2
1996-97 81,332 2.1 84,388 22 84,647 22 152,871 4.0 316,781 8.3
1997-98 81,035 2.1 83,516 21 84,563 22 153,932 3.9 320,837 8.2
1998-99 80,327 20 82,217 2.1 83,319 2.1 154,546 3.9 323,124 8.2
1999-00 79,547 20 80,938 20 80,045 20 155,823 3.9 326,406 8.2
2000-01 78,597 1.9 79,822 20 77,835 1.9 157,606 3.9 330,790 8.1
2001-02 78,191 1.9 79,006 1.9 77,226 1.9 160,797 3.9 338,270 8.1
2002-03 77,783 1.8 79,066 1.9 76,368 1.8 163,601 3.8 345,032 8.1
2003-04 77,821 1.8 78,457 1.8 75,467 1.7 166,302 3.8 350,791 8.1
Ten-year

change -2,987 -3.7 6,503 1.7 -9,432 -1141 11,953 7.7 44,207 14.4

Note. Parts may not add to 100 percent because of rounding.
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Enrollment
by Education Service Center and Ethnicity

Comparing all ESC regions from 1994-95 to 2003-04, African American enrollment increased most
in Region 1 (Edinburg) and Region 11 (Fort Worth), by 62.6 percent and 37.1 percent, respectively
(Figure 14).

Hispanic enrollment rose in all 20 ESC regions during the period (Table 18). The number of Hispanic
students more than doubled in Regions 7 (Kilgore), 8 (Mt. Pleasant), and 11 (Fort Worth).

White student enrollment increased in only 3 of the 20 ESC regions during the decade (Regions 6,
11, and 13). Region 13 (Austin) experienced the greatest gain in White enrollment (14.1%), and Re-
gion 19 (El Paso) had the greatest decline (37.4%).

Figure 14
Change in Enrollment by Education Service Center and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 to
2003-04

Region

38

5 - Beaumont

4 - Houston
6 - Huntsville

7 - Kilgore

8 - Mt. Pleasant

9 - Wichita Falls
10 - Richardson

1 - Edinburg
2 - Corpus Christi
3 - Victoria
'___ '
 —
—t
j%l
_?

11 - Fort Worth '__ ]
12 - Waco ]
13 - Austin i )
14 - Abilene '_-,_u
15 - San Angelo :j-:
16 - Amarillo
17 - Lubbock
18 - Midland
19 - El Paso
20 - San Antonio E
-40 -20 0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160

Change in Enrollment (%)

M African American O Hispanic O White |

Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04



Table 18

Enroliment by Education Service Center and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 and 2003-04

1 - Edinburg 2 - Corpus Christi 3 - Victoria 4 - Houston 5 - Beaumont

Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
African American

1994-95 438 0.2 4,110 3.6 6,551 1.4 174,650 22.3 26,864 30.1

2003-04 712 0.2 3,880 3.6 5,908 10.7 203,085 214 26,406 31.2

Ten-year change 274 62.6 -230 -5.6 -643 -9.8 28,435 16.3 -458 1.7
Asian/Pacific Islander

1994-95 717 0.3 1,036 0.9 637 1.1 37,276 4.8 2,032 2.3

2003-04 1,380 04 1,277 1.2 646 1.2 51,048 54 2,058 24

Ten-year change 663 92.5 241 233 9 14 13,772 36.9 26 1.3
Hispanic

1994-95 263,318 94.5 73,099 63.8 22,462 39.0 239,153 30.5 4,076 4.6

2003-04 329,307 96.3 72,991 68.1 24,731 45.0 383,318 40.5 7,597 9.0

Ten-year change 65,989 25.1 -108 -0.1 2,269 10.1 144,165 60.3 3,521 86.4
Native American

1994-95 117 0.0 268 0.2 34 0.1 1,060 0.1 151 0.2

2003-04 92 0.0 276 0.3 78 0.1 1,539 0.2 262 0.3

Ten-year change -25 214 8 3.0 44 129.4 479 452 111 735
White

1994-95 13,987 5.0 36,064 315 27,944 48.5 331,024 423 56,213 62.9

2003-04 10,322 3.0 28,778 26.8 23,626 43.0 308,453 32.6 48,401 571

Ten-year change -3,665 -26.2 -7,286 -20.2 -4,318 -15.5 -22,571 -6.8 -7,812 -13.9

continues
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Table 18 (continued)
Enroliment by Education Service Center and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 and 2003-04

6 - Huntsville 7 - Kilgore 8 - Mt. Pleasant 9 - Wichita Falls 10 - Richardson

Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
African American

1994-95 19,307 16.1 35,215 22.6 13,351 242 3,586 8.4 112,163 22.0

2003-04 19,720 13.5 33,523 20.8 12,881 229 3,665 9.1 134,479 20.7

Ten-year change 413 2.1 -1,692 4.8 -470 -35 79 2.2 22,316 19.9
Asian/Pacific Islander

1994-95 1,129 0.9 632 04 205 04 536 1.3 17,555 34

2003-04 2,258 15 1,064 0.7 258 0.5 577 1.4 29,312 45

Ten-year change 1,129 100.0 432 68.4 53 259 41 7.6 11,757 67.0
Hispanic

1994-95 15,912 13.3 13,223 8.5 2,805 51 5,725 134 113,598 223

2003-04 29,923 205 27,193 16.9 6,667 11.8 7,062 17.6 223,603 34.4

Ten-year change 14,011 88.1 13,970 105.6 3,862 137.7 1,337 234 110,005 96.8
Native American

1994-95 244 0.2 279 0.2 222 04 177 04 2,398 0.5

2003-04 579 0.4 446 0.3 422 0.7 360 0.9 3,237 05

Ten-year change 335 137.3 167 59.9 200 90.1 183 103.4 839 35.0
White

1994-95 83,175 69.4 106,495 68.3 38,490 69.9 32,846 76.6 264,382 51.8

2003-04 93,333 64.0 98,799 61.4 36,050 64.1 28,461 70.9 259,466 39.9

Ten-year change 10,158 12.2 -7,696 -7.2 -2,440 -6.3 -4,385 -134 -4,916 -1.9

continues
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Table 18 (continued)
Enroliment by Education Service Center and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 and 2003-04

11 - Fort Worth

12 - Waco

13 - Austin

14 - Abilene

15 - San Angelo

Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
African American

1994-95 44,894 12.7 29,221 22.6 22,816 10.1 3,080 6.0 1,805 34

2003-04 61,824 13.5 32,296 23.0 28,562 9.6 3,115 6.9 1,760 3.6

Ten-year change 16,930 37.7 3,075 10.5 5,746 25.2 35 1.1 -45 2.5
Asian/Pacific Islander

1994-95 10,224 29 2,046 1.6 4,051 1.8 390 0.8 273 0.5

2003-04 17,531 3.8 2,411 1.7 8,683 2.9 319 0.7 249 0.5

Ten-year change 7,307 715 365 17.8 4,632 114.3 -71 -18.2 -24 -8.8
Hispanic

1994-95 55,114 15.6 21,154 16.4 67,619 30.0 12,183 23.8 23,331 44.2

2003-04 115,825 25.3 31,917 22.7 110,882 37.3 12,722 28.2 24,837 50.3

Ten-year change 60,711 110.2 10,763 50.9 43,263 64.0 539 4.4 1,506 6.5
Native American

1994-95 1,496 04 384 0.3 591 0.3 148 0.3 81 0.2

2003-04 2,205 0.5 695 0.5 1,002 0.3 176 04 91 0.2

Ten-year change 709 474 311 81.0 411 69.5 28 18.9 10 12.3
White

1994-95 241,942 68.4 76,485 59.2 129,997 57.8 35,419 69.2 27,269 51.7

2003-04 259,815 56.8 73,161 52.1 148,361 49.9 28,825 63.8 22,417 454

Ten-year change 17,873 74 -3,324 -4.3 18,364 14.1 -6,594 -18.6 -4,852 -17.8

continues
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Table 18 (continued)
Enroliment by Education Service Center and Ethnicity, Texas Public Schools, 1994-95 and 2003-04

16 - Amarillo 17 - Lubbock 18 - Midland 19 - El Paso 20 - San Antonio

Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
African American

1994-95 4122 5.1 6,907 8.1 4,571 5.4 4,935 3.2 20,156 6.6

2003-04 4,350 5.6 6,444 8.2 4,203 5.6 4,347 2.6 24,890 7.1

Ten-year change 228 55 -463 6.7 -368 -8.1 -588 -11.9 4,734 235
Asian/Pacific Islander

1994-95 1,094 1.4 477 0.6 502 0.6 1,050 0.7 3,071 1.0

2003-04 1,010 1.3 631 0.8 492 0.7 1,193 0.7 4,695 1.3

Ten-year change -84 1.7 154 32.3 -10 2.0 143 13.6 1,624 52.9
Hispanic

1994-95 23,229 28.7 37,874 44.6 39,507 46.5 125,412 81.3 188,819 61.6

2003-04 29,368 377 38,875 495 41,627 55.2 146,048 87.8 229,615 65.5

Ten-year change 6,139 26.4 1,001 2.6 2,120 5.4 20,636 16.5 40,796 216
Native American

1994-95 296 0.4 125 0.1 212 0.2 298 0.2 462 0.2

2003-04 345 0.4 238 0.3 356 05 533 0.3 859 0.2

Ten-year change 49 16.6 113 90.4 144 67.9 235 78.9 397 85.9
White

1994-95 52,067 64.4 39,577 46.6 40,107 47.2 22,654 14.7 94,076 30.7

2003-04 42,748 54.9 32,269 411 28,789 38.1 14,181 8.5 90,732 259

Ten-year change -9,319 -17.9 -7,308 -18.5 -11,318 -28.2 -8,473 -374 -3,344 -3.6
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Enrollment
by Education Service Center and Economically Disadvantaged Status

During the 1994-95 school year, six ESC regions (Regions 1, 2, 17, 18, 19, 20) served student popu-
lations of over 50 percent economically disadvantaged. Region 1 (Edinburg) had the highest percent-
age of economically disadvantaged students (76.1%) and Region 11 (Fort Worth) had the lowest
(32.0%) (Table 19).

By 2003-04, fourteen regions had economically disadvantaged populations of over 50 percent. In that
school year, Region 1 (Edinburg) again had the highest percentage (84.4%), and Region 11 (Fort
Worth) again had the lowest (37.2%).

Three regions showed increases of economically disadvantaged students far greater than their in-
crease in total student population. Region 4 (Houston) showed a 60.6 percent increase in economi-
cally disadvantaged students (Figure 15), nearly triple its increase in total enrollment (21.0%).
Regions 11 (Fort Worth) and 7 (Kilgore) also showed large relative increases—53.8 percent and
27.6 percent, respectively.

Figure 15
Change in Enroliment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by Education Service Center, Texas
Public Schools, 1994-95 to 2003-04

Region

1 - Edinburg

2 - Corpus Christi
3 - Victoria

4 - Houston

5 - Beaumont

6 - Huntsville

7 - Kilgore

8 - Mt. Pleasant
9 - Wichita Falls
10 - Richardson
11 - Fort Worth
12 - Waco

13 - Austin

14 - Abilene

15 - San Angelo
16 - Amarillo

17 - Lubbock

18 - Midland

19 - El Paso

20 - San Antonio

-10 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Change in Enroliment (%)
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Table 19

Enroliment of Economically Disadvantaged Students by Education Service Center, Texas Public

Schools, 1994-95 and 2003-04

1- Edinburg 2 - Corpus Christi 3 - Victoria 4 - Houston 5 - Beaumont
Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 208,491 76.1 60,975 54.3 27,181 475 302,924 39.3 37,628 426
2003-04 288,640 844 63,043 58.8 29,289 53.3 486,431 51.3 42,034 49.6
Ten-year
change 80,149 384 2,068 34 2,108 7.8 183,507 60.6 4,406 1.7
6 - Huntsville 7 - Kilgore 8 - Mt. Pleasant 9 - Wichita Falls 10 - Richardson
Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 46,694 394 64,146 415 23,967 43.8 17,214 40.3 205,044 41.0
2003-04 62,286 427 81,830 50.8 29,213 51.9 18,389 458 303,842 46.7
Ten-year
change 15,592 334 17,684 27.6 5,246 21.9 1,175 6.8 98,798 48.2
11 - Fort Worth 12 -Waco 13 - Austin 14 - Abilene 15 - San Angelo
Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 110,691 32.0 57,631 45.0 84,933 38.1 23,559 46.0 26,109 499
2003-04 170,218 37.2 70,520 50.2 120,837 40.6 23,105 51.2 28,107 56.9
Ten-year
change 59,527 53.8 12,889 224 35,904 423 -454 -1.9 1,998 7.7
16 - Amarillo 17 - Lubbock 18 - Midland 19 - El Paso 20 - San Antonio
Year Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
1994-95 33,398 415 44,914 52.9 43,657 51.6 96,077 64.5 185,476 60.9
2003-04 39,983 514 44 157 56.3 41,325 54.8 124,043 74.6 213,903 61.0
Ten-year
change 6,585 19.7 -757 1.7 -2,332 5.3 27,966 29.1 28,427 15.3
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National Enrolilment Trends

From 1988 to 2002, the estimated statewide population of Texas increased from 16,667,022 to
21,215,494 (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1995a, 2003). During the same time period, the estimated school
age population in Texas increased from 3,429,000 (ages 5-17) to 4,951,302 (ages 5-19). National enroll-
ment increased 18.9 percent between 1987-88 and 2001-02, while Texas enrollment increased 27.5 per-
cent. During this time period, the U.S. public school system added 7,567,649 students, and Texas public
schools added 891,642 students.

In fall of 2000, the U.S. public school population was 17.2 percent African American, 4.1 percent
Asian/Pacific Islander, 16.3 percent Hispanic, 1.2 percent Native American, and 61.2 percent White
(NCES, 2003a). By comparison, Texas public school enrollment was 14.4 percent African American,
2.7 percent Asian/Pacific Islander, 40.6 percent Hispanic, 0.3 percent Native American, and 42.0 percent
White. Between 1994-95 and 2000-01, the proportion of public school enrollment accounted for by His-
panic students showed the largest increase among ethnic groups, both nationally and in Texas, while the
proportion accounted for by White students decreased. Throughout the period, Texas had a much higher
percentage of Hispanic students and a lower percentage of White students than the nation as a whole
(NCES, 1996; NCES, 2003a).

The National School Lunch and Child Nutrition Program, which provides free- and reduced-price
lunches to students from low-income families, is used as an indicator of student socioeconomic status.
During federal fiscal year (FFY) 1995, an estimated 31.8 percent of students nationally participated in
this program (U. S. Department of Agriculture [USDA], 2002). By FFY 2002, this figure had risen to
58.9 percent (NCES, 2003a; USDA, 2004). In Texas, where an estimated 38.2 percent of students partici-
pated in FFY 1995, participation had risen to 62.6 percent in FFY 2002.

A higher percentage of public school students participated in special education programs across the
United States (12.2%) in 1994-95 than in Texas (11.4%) (NCES, 1997). In the 2000-01 school year, the
percentages increased slightly in both cases, although the national figure remained higher: 13.3 percent of
students in the U.S. participated in special education programs in 2000-01, while 12.1 percent of Texas
students did so (NCES, 2003a).

Students identified as limited English proficient (LEP) are eligible to participate in bilingual or Eng-
lish as a second language (ESL) programs. In 1994-95, the percentage of public school students identified
as LEP was lower nationally than in Texas. Seven percent of students nationally were identified as LEP,
compared to 12.6 percent of Texas students (Macias & Kelly, 1996). Although students identified as LEP
increased both nationally (to 7.9%) and in Texas (to 14.5%) between the 1994-95 and 2001-02 school
years, the percentage of LEP students in Texas remained higher (NCES, 2003b).

In states with public gifted and talented programs in the 1993-94 school year, the percentage of stu-
dents identified as eligible to participate ranged from a low of 1.0 percent to a high of 15.0 percent
(NCES, 2003a). In Texas, the percentage of students identified as gifted and talented that year was
7.0 percent of total enrollment. During the 1998-99 school year, the range of students identified as gifted
and talented nationally had shifted to a low of 0.2 percent and a high of 22.9 percent (Council of State
Directors of Programs for the Gifted, 1999). In Texas, 8.0 percent of students were identified as gifted
and talented in 1998-99.
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Appendix A. District Type Definitions

Districts are grouped by size into nine subcategories based on their number of students in member-
ship. This is the total number of students in membership in the district on a day in late October of each
year. It does not include students who are served by the district but are not in membership in the serving
district. Districts are classified on a scale ranging from major urban to rural. Factors such as size, growth
rates, student economic status, and proximity to urban areas are used to determine the appropriate group.
The charter school districts are in a separate subcategory. The groups are:

Major Urban. The largest school districts in the state that serve the six metropolitan areas of Hous-
ton, Dallas, San Antonio, Fort Worth, Austin, and El Paso. A district is designated major urban if it is the
largest in counties with populations of 650,000 or over, and there is greater than 35% low-income stu-
dents in the school district. Or, if not the largest district in the county, the number of students in member-
ship is 75% of the largest district and there are more than 35% low-income students in the district.

Major Suburban. Other school districts in and around the major urban areas. A district is major
suburban if it is contiguous to a major urban district and the number of students in membership is at least
3% of the major urban district or an enrollment of at least 4,500. If a district is not contiguous to a major
urban area, then it must be within the same county and have an enrollment of 15% of the major urban dis-
trict or an enrollment of at least 4,500 in order to be classified as major suburban.

Other Central City. The major school districts in other large Texas cities. If the district is not con-
tiguous to one of the major urban districts but the county population is between 100,000 and 650,000 and
it is the largest district in the county or its population is 75% of the largest district then the district is des-
ignated as other central city.

Other Central City Suburban. Other school districts in and around the other large, but not major,
Texas cities. If the district is in a county between 100,000 and 650,000 population and the number of stu-
dents in membership is at least 15% of the largest district in the county then it is designated central city
suburban. If a district is contiguous to a central city district, its population is greater than 3% of that dis-
trict's, and the number of students in membership is greater than the corresponding median figure for the
state, it is also central city suburban.

Independent Town. If the district is the largest in a county having a population of 25,000 to
100,000, or the number of students in membership is greater than 75% of the largest district, the district is
considered an independent town.

Non-Metro: Fast Growing. The school districts that fail to be in any of the above subcategories
and that exhibit a five-year growth rate of at least 20 percent. These districts must have at least 300 stu-
dents in membership.

Non-Metro: Stable. The school districts that fail to be in any of the above subcategories, yet the
number of students in membership exceed the state median of 698 students.

Rural. The school districts that fail all of the above tests for placement into a subcategory. These dis-
tricts either have a growth rate less than 20 percent and the number of students in membership is between
300 and the state median of 698, or the number of students in membership is less than 300.

Charter Schools. The open-enrollment schools granted a charter by the State Board of Education
for operation. Open-enrollment charter schools operate in a facility of a commercial or nonprofit entity or
a school district.

46 Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04



References

Council of State Directors of Programs for the Gifted. (1999). The 1998-1999 state of the states gifted and
talented education report. Longmont, CO: Author.

Macias, R. F., & Kelly, C. (1996). Summary report of the survey of the states' limited English proficient
students and available educational programs and services, 1994-1995. Washington, DC: National
Clearinghouse for Bilingual Education.

National Center for Education Statistics. (1996). Digest of education statistics 1996 (NCES 96-133).
Washington, DC: Author.

National Center for Education Statistics. (1997). Digest of education statistics 1997 (NCES 98-015).
Washington, DC: Author.

National Center for Education Statistics. (2003a). Digest of education statistics 2002 (NCES 2003-060).
Washington, DC: Author.

National Center for Education Statistics. (2003b). Overview of public elementary and secondary schools
and districts: School year 2001-02 (NCES 2003-411). Washington, DC: Author.

National Center for Education Statistics. (2003c¢). Projections of education statistics to 2013 (NCES
2004-013). Washington, DC: Author.

No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, Pub. L. No. 107-110, §1111, 115 Stat. 1425, 1444-1447, 1457 (2002).

Sutton, P. D. & Mathews, T. J. (2004). Trends in characteristics of births by state: United States, 1990,
1995, and 2000-2002. National Vital Statistics Reports, 52(19). Hyattsville, MD: National Center for
Health Statistics.

Texas Education Agency. (1998). Enrollment trends in Texas public schools. Policy Research Report
No. 11 (Document No. GE8 600 05). Austin, TX: Author.

Texas Education Agency. (2001). Enrollment trends in Texas public schools: Update 1999-00. Policy Re-
search Report No. 14 (Document No. GEO1 601 08). Austin, TX: Author.

Texas Education Agency. (2002). Frequently asked questions and answers: Prekindergarten Q & A. Re-
trieved June 4, 2004, from http://www.tea.state.tx.us/ curriculum/prekfag.doc

Texas Education Agency. (2003a). Enrollment in Texas public schools, 2001-02 (Document No. GE04
601 02). Austin, TX: Author.

Texas Education Agency. (2003b). 2003-2004 Public Education Information Management System adden-
dum version data standards. Retrieved June 4, 2004, from http://www.tea.state.tx.us/peims/standards/
0304/index.html

Texas Education Agency. (2004). Grade-level retention in Texas public schools, 2001-02 (Document No.
GEO04 601 03). Austin, TX: Author.

Texas Education Code. (2004). Texas school law bulletin. St. Paul, MN: West.

Texas State Data Center and Office of the State Demographer. (2001). 2001 population projections—
State of Texas: Projections of the population of Texas and counties in Texas by age, sex and
race/ethnicity for 2000-2040. Retrieved June 4, 2004, from http://txsdc.tamu.edu/tpepp/

2001 _txpopprj_txtotnum.php

Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04 47



U.S. Bureau of the Census. (1995a). 1981 to 1989 intercensal estimates of the resident population of
states, and year-to-year components of change. Retrieved June 4, 2004, from http://eire.census.
gov/popest/archives/state/8090com.txt

U.S. Bureau of the Census. (1995b). Resident population for selected age groups: 1980-1989. Retrieved
June 4, 2004, from http://eire.census.gov/popest/archives/state/estage80.txt

U.S. Bureau of the Census. (2003). Texas. Retrieved June 4, 2004, from http://www.census.gov/acs/www/
Products/Profiles/Single/2002/ACS/Tabular/040/04000US481.htm

U.S. Department of Agriculture. (2002). National School Lunch Program state-level data—FY 2001 to
FY 1993. Washington, DC: Author.

U.S. Department of Agriculture. (2004). Child nutrition tables: National level annual summary tables—
FY 1969-2003. Retrieved June 4, 2004, from http://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/cnpmain.htm

48 Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, 2003-04



Texas Education Agency
Publication Order Form

Purchaser Name Date

Send to (name, if different)

Address
City State Zip
Publications in this Series
Tax exempt only
Available Price per Price per
Current report in PDF* Quantity copy Quantity copy Cost
GE05 60106
Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, Yes $8.00 $7.00
2003-04
Previous years’ reports
GE04 60102
Enrollment in Texas Public Schools, Yes $8.00 $7.00
2001-02
GEO01 60108
Policy Research Report No. 14:
Enrollment Trends in Texas Public Schools Yes — $3.50 —— a0 I
Update 1999-00
GE8 600 05
Policy Research Report No. 11: Yes $2.50 $2.25
Enrollment Trends in Texas Public Schools
*Copy of report can be downloaded and printed from http://www.tea.state.tx.us/research/.
Total
Price includes postage, handling, and applicable state tax. Make check or money order payable to Texas Education Agency.
For publication inquiries and purchase orderst send to: If you are mailing a check or money order, remit this form with pay-
ment to:
Texas Education Agency Texas Education Agency
Publications Distribution Publications Distribution
1701 North Congress Avenue P.O. Box 13817
Austin, Texas 78701-1494 Austin, Texas 78711-3817
tPurchase orders are accepted only from Texas educational institutions and government agencies.







Compliance Statement

Title VI, Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Modified Court Order, Civil Action 5281, Federal District
Court, Eastern District of Texas, Tyler Division.

Reviews of local education agencies pertaining to compliance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964
and with specific requirements of the Modified Court Order, Civil Action No. 5281, Federal District
Court, Eastern District of Texas, Tyler Division are conducted periodically by staff representatives of the
Texas Education Agency. These reviews cover at least the following policies and practices:

1. acceptance policies on student transfers from other school districts;

2. operation of school bus routes or runs on a nonsegregated basis;

3. nondiscrimination in extracurricular activities and the use of school facilities;
4

nondiscriminatory practices in the hiring, assigning, promoting, paying, demoting, reassigning, or
dismissing of faculty and staff members who work with children;

5. enrollment and assignment of students without discrimination on the basis of race, color, or na-
tional origin;

6. nondiscriminatory practices relating to the use of a student’s first language; and

7. evidence of published procedures for hearing complaints and grievances.

In addition to conducting reviews, the Texas Education Agency staff representatives check com-
plaints of discrimination made by a citizen or citizens residing in a school district where it is alleged dis-
criminatory practices have occurred or are occurring.

Where a violation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act is found, the findings are reported to the Office
for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education.

If there is a direct violation of the Court Order in Civil Action No. 5281 that cannot be cleared
through negotiation, the sanctions required by the Court Order are applied.

Title VII, Civil Rights Act of 1964 as Amended by the Equal Employment Opportunity Act of
1972; Executive Orders 11246 and 11375; Equal Pay Act of 1964; Title IX, Education Amend-
ments; Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as Amended; 1974 Amendments to the Wage-Hour Law Expand-
ing the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967; Vietnam Era Veterans Readjustment
Assistance Act of 1972 as Amended; Immigration Reform and Control Act of 1986; Americans
With Disabilities Act of 1990; and the Civil Rights Act of 1991.

The Texas Education Agency shall comply fully with the nondiscrimination provisions of all federal
and state laws, rules, and regulations by assuring that no person shall be excluded from consideration for
recruitment, selection, appointment, training, promotion, retention, or any other personnel action, or be
denied any benefits or participation in any educational programs or activities which it operates on the
grounds of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or veteran status (except where age,
sex, or disability constitutes a bona fide occupational qualification necessary to proper and efficient ad-
ministration). The Texas Education Agency is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action employer.
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